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REFLECTI ON S,  &c. 


I  T  is.  Sir,  to  your  candor  that  I  fub- 
mit  the  following  j unification  of  the 
opinion  of  numbers  befides  myfelf, 
upon  the  public  affairs  ;  a  juftification 
which  is,  in  fome  meafure,  extorted  by 
the  appellation  of  fool  or  knave,  fo  po¬ 
litely  Seftowed  on  fill  who  prefume  to  rc- 
fufe  their  admiration  to  the  great  man,  or 
to  his  political  conduit,  to  his  invincible 
conltancy,  and  even  to  his  profound  dif- 
intereflednefs.  Ail  I  intreat  of  you,  if 
you  deign  to  afford  the  following  fhects  a 
perufal,  is  a  fufpenfion  of  prejudice  ;  im¬ 
partiality  is  what  a  reader  owes,  at  lead;, 
to  himfelf,  as  much  as  a  writer  owes  it  to 
both  the  reader  and  himfelf.  That  vili¬ 
fy  gar 
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gar  paffion  of  a  pre-determination  againft 
a  juft  convidion,  is  not  furely  the  cha- 
raderiftic  of  a  lover  of  reafon  and  truth  : 
and  fuch  I  take  it  for  granted  you  are, 
or  the  addrefting  my  fentiments  to  you 
would  be  labor  knowingly  loft.  At  the 
fame  time  I  am  fo  far  from  deprecating 
your  fcorn  and  indignation,  fhould  you  have 
juft  caufe  to  think  that  I  am  defignedly 
employing  thofe  facred  names  of  reafon 
and  truth  for  covers  to  fophiftry  and  falfe- 
hood,  that  in  that  cafe  I  befpeak  their 
falling  on  me  with  redoubled  weight. 

And  now,  without  farther  preface,  al¬ 
low  me  to  lead  you  back  to  that  cele¬ 
brated,  or,  to  exprefs  myfelf  with  more 
propriety,  to  that  infamous  epoch,  when 
it  was  impoflible  to  defpife  more  than 
it  delerved,  the  imbecillity  of  a  mini- 
ftry,  and  the  confequent  damage  and  dis¬ 
honor  to  the  nation  from  the  faint,  un- 
adequate  manner,  in  which  our  war  was 
conducted  :  when  to  point  our  the  utter- 
moft  bathos  into  which  we  were  funk,  it 
may  fuffize  to  obferve  that  an  ifland,  I  re¬ 
peat  it,  an  ifland,  belonging  to  us  a  ma¬ 
ritime  power,  indifputably  fuperior  in  na¬ 
val  ftrength  as  well  as  in  many  others  to 
our  enemy,  was  fhamefully  loft,  after  luch 
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a  precedent  manifedation  of  preparatives 
and  menaces  from  that  enemy,  as  aggra¬ 
vated,  beyond  meafure,  the  infamy  of  our 
lofs. 

It  was  then,  no  wonder,  that  the  na¬ 
tion  alarmed  in  good  earned;,  at  fo  {hock¬ 
ing  an  event,  fliould  look  out  for  fome 
defenders  of  its  dcferted  or  betrayed  in- 
tered.  In  this  impatience,  it  was  natu¬ 
ral,  though  perhaps  not  quite  fo  wife,  to 
take  the  readied. 

There  was  then  a  man  who  had  once 
before  made  a  figure  in  the  oppofition  to 
court-meafures,  which  oppofition  he  had 
quitted  for  that  valuable  coniideration, 
called  a  pod,  and  quitted  it  with  fuch  a 
quicknefs  of  turn  and  converlion,  as  not 
to  keep  the  meafures  of  common  decency 
either  with  the  public,  or  with  himlelr, 
after  which  he  for  a  number  of  years  ran 
as  tame  and  mute  along  with  the  mini- 
derial  pack,  as  the  mod  thoroughly  bioke. 
of  them  all,  however  Jlrange  he  might 
always  look  upon  them.  Upon  this  oc- 
cafion,  however  of  the  national  didrefs, 
nothing  could  be  eafier  than  to  forelee 
that  the  adtual  management  of  things 
could  not  long  hold  out  againd  the  cla- 
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mors  of  a  people  roufed,  exalperatedr 
and  never  famous  for  their  tame  endu¬ 
rance  of  palpable  mifmanagement.  Nei¬ 
ther  did  it  require  any  very  deep  reach  of 
policy  to  imagine  that  a  ilaow  of  concern 
for  the  public  good,  might  advance  a 
private  intereft,  by  the  acquifition  of 
popularity.  ■  • 

As  to  any  objection  to  a  perfon  re~ 
affuming  the  part  of  a  patriot,  after  hav~ 
ing  before  deferted  it,  you  will  fee  by  t’ne 
fubjoined  note  *  that  it  has  been  long  a 

fettled 

*  ££  Whoever  is  but  qualified  with  impudence  enough 
to  back  his  ignorance ,  and  enable  him  to  become  a 
«<  small  crater ,  he  prefently  expecls  his  retaining  fee , 
<£  and  till  he  has  received  it,  is  implacable.  As  foon  as 
“  he  has  it,  like  a  regenerate  man,  his  eyes  are  opened  pre- 
“  fently,  and  he  puts  off  the  old  man ,  and  has  new 
<£  thoughts ,  and  opinions  and  judg?nentsy  as  if  he  had  lived 
“  before  in  error  and  darknejs  all  his  life-time.  Of  thefe 
“  there  are  not  more  at  a  time  than  a  dozen  or  twenty 
*£  at  m oft  who  govern  all  the  reft  of  the  houfe  by  com - 
“  bining  together  and  feconding  one  another,  and  ftudy- 
“  ing  every  man  his  part.  By  which  arts  they  can 
“  ealily  prevail  upon  the  greater  number  of  the  houfe, 
“  who  only  come  as  fpeBators ,  not  to  act  but  look  on, 
<c  and  cry  up  or  down  all  that  they  fee  others  do,  whom 
“  thev  have  chofcn  for  their  proxies.  And  as  thefe 
“  grande^ s  as  they  call  them,  are  taken  off  with  bribes  or 
££  preferment ,  others  fart  up  in  their  room,  and  keep 
“  the  party  on  foot,  who,  if  there  was  nothing  to  be 
irot  by  it,  would  give  it  over  themfelves.  But  when 
f*  this  kind  of  juggling  is  rendered  the  readiejt  way  tq 

t£  advancement. 


fettled  point  in  this  country,  that  a  pa¬ 
triot  is  entitled  to  the  privilege  of  a  Turk¬ 
ish  Canton  or  ciervijch ,  who,  when  ar¬ 
rived  to  a  certain  degree  of  perfection, 
can  no  longer  Jin :  nay  the  molt  flagrant 
enormities  are  imputed  to  him  as  right- 
eoufnefs.  And  indeed,  it  has  been  evi¬ 
dently  proved  that  modern  patriotifm  has 
in  this  the  advantage  of  thole  Hale  tricks 
of  pricking  in  the  belt  or  guinea-drop¬ 
ping,  that  whereas  thefe  will  ftill  hardly 

“  advancement,  and  that  nothing  is  more  common  than 
“  to  fee  thofe  who  have  done  r*  eir  exercifes  bc.fi  in  thole 
*<■  liberal  arts  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  to  he  always 
“  promoted  to  the  houfe  of  lords,  there  will  never 
want  proficients ,  and  thofe  of  the  <worfi  men  ;  while 
i(  princes  reward  tkoje  befit  who  fierce  them  worfi,  and  trull 
“  none  with  the  greateft  charges  of.  the  nation,  but 
“  only  fuch  as  have  forced  their  way  by  oppofing  the 
<c  interefl  f  of  king  and  people,  that  can  give  no  fecu- 
•c  rity  for  their  faith  and  integrity,  but  the  perfiihous- 
m  ness  of  thofe  courfes  which  they  took  before  to  put 
“  themfelves  into  a  capacity  of  preferment.  And  this 
indeed  has  for  fome  years  been  reputed  the  Test  of 
“  mens  parts  and  abilities,  by  which  they  only  can  de- 
“  Jerque  to  be  either  trufied  or  employed  ;  as  if  treach- 
(e  ery  was  like  the  small-pox,  which  every  man  is  to 
f‘  expert  one  time  or  other,  and  thofe  who  have  had  it 
are  free  for  ever  after.”  Butler’s  Remains. 

* 

0  1  • 

N.B.  f  How  much  more  foul  is  the  cafe  where  the 

t  *  .  , 

oppofition  by  which  a  man  forces  his  way  into  power, 
and  deferts  that  oppofition  afterwards,  has  been  not  to 
the  interefl  of  king  and  country,  but  in  favor  of  it  ? 
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pafs  twice  on  the  verieft  countl-y-boobies 
that  have  been  once  taken  in  by  them, 
and  efpecially  if  pradtifed  by  the  fame 
iharper,  there  are  numbers  that  the  of- 
tener  they  have  been  bit  by  a  mock-pa¬ 
triot,  feem  but  the  keener  for  being  bub¬ 
bled  again,  by  him. 

The  great  jnan  then  who,  to  do  him 
but  juftice,  appears  to  have  taken  pretty 
right  meafure  of  the  “  credulity ”  of 
thole  he  had  to  deal  with,  once  more 
flood  forth,  and  once  more  donning  the 
patriot  bufkins,  rent  the  roof  with  rants 
againft  the  ruinous  tendency  to  both  king 
and  country,  of  fuch  meafures  as  linked 
us  too  clofely  to  the  continent,  or  could 
occalion  the  facrifice  of  Britilh  treafure 
and  blood  to  foreign  interefts. 

Th  is  was  a  fubjedt  upon  which  there  could 
be  no  hyperbole,  no  oratorial  exageration. 
The  moftbold  figures  of  fpeech  were  even 
beneath  reality.  That  this  fpeech-maker 
then  could  perfuade,  others  of  fo  felf-evi- 
dent  a  truth,  as  that  of  the  deftrudtivenefs 
of  continental  meafures,  is  not  the  wonder. 
The  wonder  is  that  any  Briton,  in  a  point  of 
fuch  intuitive  clearnefs,  fhould  need  any 
perfuafion  at  all.  But  the  much  greater 

wonder 
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wonder  yet  was  that  the  very  individual 
identical  man,  who,  in  the  memory  of 
numbers  prefent,  had  but  a  few  years  be¬ 
fore  with  all  the  powers  of  a  kind  of  bow¬ 
wow  eloquence  barked  himfelf  into  a 
place,  by  railing  againft  continental  con¬ 
nexions,  lliould  not  only  be  liftened  to  with 
common  patience,  fhould  not  only  procure 
admirers  and  adherents,  but  even  out- 
brazen  his  colleagues  of  that  old  fadlion  or 
leaven,  who,  had  they  had  nothing  to  re¬ 
proach  to  him,  but  his  ever  having  ac¬ 
cepted  a  confideration  for  joining  them  at 
all,  would  have  had  enough  to  have  filen- 
ced  one  of  a  lefs  unembaraffed  counte¬ 
nance. 

The  noife  however  that  he  made  within 
doors  foon  got  without,  and  had  even  a 
greater  effect  than  his  mod;  fanguine 
wifhes  ought  to  have  prefumed.  It  was 
enough  for  the  good  people  of  Britain  that 
there  was  at  length  one  man  Handing 
forth,  with  power  of  face  and  lungs,  to 
Hem  that  torrent  of  corruption,  through 
which  all  the  Britilh  interefl  and  even 
honor  were  actually  facrificed  to  a  foreign 
avarice,  fo  amazingly  blind,  as  not  to  fee 
that  the  money  of  which  we  were  robbing 
ourfelves  to  glut  it,  could  only  purchafc  its 

own 
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own  deftrudtion  as  well  as  ours.  In  a 
tranlport  fhew  of  joy  and  gratitude  the 
people  did  not  hand  to  examine  ferupu- 
loufly  from  what  quarter  this  puff  of  fair 
wind  came,  but  hailed  it  with  all  the  ac¬ 
clamations  of  zeal  and  genuine  patriotifm; 
W e  fliall  foon  fee  this  popularity  openly 
carried  to  the  old  market,  and  the  man 
who  without  it,  could  nothave  been  worth 
half-a-crown  to  his  purchafers,  traffic 
for  a  place,  and  fell  both  himfelf  and  the 
credulous  people  who  had  trufted  him  for 
other  ends  and  more  virtuous  purpofes,  in 
a  manner  that  added  one  affiance  more  to 
the  numbers  with  which  hffiory  abounds, 
of  the  power  of  little  things  to  produce 
great  events. 

But  hr  ft  let  us  review  the  procedure  of 
the  old  faction.  The  whole  year  of  1757 
had  elapfed  in  the  moft  feandalous  inac¬ 
tivity.  None  of  the  court- undertakers 
with  all  their  moft  ready  and  fervile  wil- 
lingncfs  to  comply  with  the  reigning  hu¬ 
mor  of  the  court  tor  involving  the  nation 
in  the  embroils  of  the  continent,  on  any 
•pretence  that  might  but  bring  or  keep  the 
Hanoverians  and  Heffians  on  our  pay- 
book  ,  had  fo  much  as  dared  to  think  of 
fending  our  troops  to  Germany,  deterred 

efpecially 
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efpecially  by  the  clamor  for  which  they 
imagined  fuch  a  ftep  would  give  a  handle 
to  the  real  or  pretended  patriots.  The  di¬ 
lemma  was  embarraffing  :  they  could  not 
well  keep  their  footing  at  court,  without 
carrying  that  main-point  of  having  the 
Germans  accepted  for  ftipendiaries,  a  point 
to  which  thofe  points  of  exporting  our 
own  troops,  and  of  involving  us  in  a  quar¬ 
rel  in  which  we  had  nothing  to  do,  with 
the  belt  part  of  Europe,  as  well  as  with 
our  beft  friends,  were  but  fubordinate  and 
facrificed  confiderations  :  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  they  defervedly  flood  fo  low  in  the 
opinion  of  the  people,  that  they  could  not 
take  upon  themfelves  a  ftep  fo  thoroughly 
difguftful  to  the  nation,  as  that  of  plunging 
it  into  a  continental  war,  efpecially  where 
the  part  we  were  to  take  in  it  muft  be  in 
favor  of  a  natural  friend  to  France,  againft 
a  natural  enemy  to  France,  however  a  mo- 
mentary  occaiion  might  have  changed  the 
permanent  fiftem  of  thofe  courts,  in  rei- 
pedt  to  each  other,  and  change  it,  perhaps, 
greatly,  through  our  own  fault  and  im- 

In  this  auk  ward  fituation  were  the 
members  of  that  bleffedold  fadtion,  which 
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in  virtue  of  its  powers  to  corrupt  and  of 
its  devotednefs  to  the  court,  in  one  unna¬ 
tional  point,  upon  the  modeft  condition  of 
their  governing  in  all  the  reft,  had  long 
maintained  the  glorious  prerogative  of 
awing  their  mafter,  and  ruining  their  own 
country.  But  out  of  this  maze,  in  which 
their  own  total  want  of  all  genuine  found 
politics,  had  bewildered  them,  the  glory 
of  delivering  them,  was  referved  fora  har¬ 
dy  adventurer  in  a  cap-a-pee brazen  armour, 
and  who  owed  all  his  powers  to  ferve 
them,  to  the  people’s  opinion  that  he  def- 
pifed  them  as  heartily,  as  all  his  fpeeches 
iince  his  laft  'ourfting  out  againft  the  court, 
would  have  led  any  that  did  not  know 
him  to  believe. 

But  with  all  that  imbecility  which  he 
had  perhaps  not  wrongfully  attributed  to 
the  court-party,  of  that  time,  the  event 
fhewed  that  they  knew  admirably  welL 
how  to  make  him  their  tool.  But  for 
them  not  to  plume  themfelves  too  much 
on  this  piece  of  management ;  they  need 
only  conlider  two  points  ;  the  JirJi,  that 
the  fteps  to  which  they  wanted  the  fanc- 
tion  of  his  popularity  were  fovereignly  de- 
ftructive  ol  the  good  of  their  country, 
which  was,  in  them,  the  greater  madneis, 

for 
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for  that  fome  of  them  had  a  large  flake 
in  it ;  th tfecond,  that  their  plan  of  em¬ 
ploying  fuch  a  tool  is  not  abfolutely  a  new 
one,  as  the  fubjoined  note  will  fhew,  on 
the  fubjedt  of  princes  having  unnational 
points  to  carry*. 

This  untriumphable  point  then  they 
carried:  and  as,  for  their  own  ends  and 
fpecial  purpofes,  that  perfon  could  hardly 
have  too  much  popularity,  while  he  fhotild 
continue  to  do  that  work  they  wanted  him 
to  do,  and  which  they  had  neither  fpirit  * 
nor  influence  enough  to  dare  to  take  upon 
themfelves,  it  was  no  wonder  that  all  their 

“  *  Finding  that  other  men  of  fortune  and  figure  would 
“  father  obflrurt  than  promote  their  intentions,  they  thought 
“  it  more  conducive  to  their  ends,  to  be  ferved  by  another 
“  fort  of  people,  and  did  therefore  bring  into  the  mana^e- 
“  ment  of  their  affairs  all  along,  a  fet  of  miniffers,  nveak* 

“  ambitious ,  light ,  defining ,  rajh,  unJkiJful  in  the  arts  of 
“  Wise  adminif  ration,  and  uerfed  in  nothing  but  craft  and 
“  tricks  ;  but  at  the  head  of  thefe  they  had  always  fomc 
“  one  that  was  to  be  the  Forlorn  hope,  and  who 
“  would  venture  to  go  greater  lengths  than  any  of 
“  his  companions.  And  for  this  poft ,  they  generally  chofe 
a  pushing  man,  of  a  bold  fpirit,  a  ready  wit,  a fuent 
“  tongue*  obfeure,  and  low  in  the  world,  and  fuch  an  one 

<c  whom  fortune  could  hardly  leave  in  a  worfe  condition 
“  than  file  found  him.” 

Dav.  On  Private  Men's  Duty  in  the  Adminif  r  a - 
tion  of  Public  Affairs . 
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littie  creatures  of  power  lnould  take  the 
cue  from  their  patrons,  and  join  to  fill  up 
that  public  cry,  by  which  the  virtues  of  the 
great  patriot  were  fo  loudly  extolled. 

One  would  however  naturally  enough 
have  imagined  that  a  man  with  any  head 
at  all,  mult  have  miftrufted,  at  lead,  their 
applaufc,  confidering  the  quarter  from 
which  it  came.  He  might  have  juftly 
doubted  of  his  being;  in  the  right  wav,  if 
for  no  other  reafon,  than  his  being  ap¬ 
proved  by  them;  approved  by  thofe  whom 
,ie  had  either  greatly  wronged  by  railing 
at  and  affecting  to  defpife  them;  or  they 
mult  haife  undergone  an  inftantaneous 
change  or  regeneration,  for  him  to  let  any 
great  value  on  their  approbation,  and  es¬ 
pecially  for  him  to  adopt  thofe  meafures 
w  hich  h  imfelf  had  treated  as  crimes  in 
them,  but  were  now  miraculoufly  to  be¬ 
come  ads  of  virtue  and  patriotifm  in  him. 
And  this  is  what  the  poor  deluded  people 
appl  aud ed  under  the  fpecious  name  of  U n  a- 
nimity!  Alas!  little  did  they  confider, 
that  where  one’s  enemies  are  at  variance, 
there  may  be  fome  hope  ;  but  that  their 
unanimity  mud  be  an  increafe  of  danger. 
And  in  what  had  certain  perfonages  ever 
given  proofs  of  their  having  ceafed  to  be, 

w  bat 
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■what  the  people  had  always  thought  them, 
at  lead;  in  their  politics  and  conduct,  the 
enemies  of  this  country  ?  Or  could  he  be 
the  friend  of  it  who  joining  them,  went  fo 
far  beyond  them  in  the  purluit  of  thole 
very  meafures,  which  even  they  duild  not 
attempt;  while  their  difpofition  to  attempt 
them,  was  what  he  had  fpecifically  de¬ 
claimed  againft  in  them,  as  an  u  neon  tell¬ 
able  mark  of  their  enmity  to  this  country  ? 

To  thofe  however  to  whom  this  meat 

o 

man  could  hardly  be  a  problem,  after  then- 
having  coniidered  his  hill;  defection  on  the 
acceptance  of  a  place,  with  fuch  a  fud- 
dennefs  and  fcorn  of  keeping  meafures 
with  common  decency  and  common  po¬ 
licy,  as  every  one  may  remember,  it  could 
be  little  or  no  furprize  to  fee  him  gi.ve  the 
public  a  fecond  proof  of  what  he  was  ca¬ 
pable  of.  And  to  fay  but  the  truth,  the 
public  deferved  it ;  the  firft  deception  of 
their  confidence  was  undoubtedly  his 
fault,  bat  the  fecond  theirs :  excuiable 
however  in  this,  that  no  one  clfe  prefent- 
ing  themfelves  to  the  fervice  of  their 
country,  they  thought  him  perhaps  better 
than  none  :  perhaps  too  they  imagined  that 
it  was  not  poflible  for  a  human  creature 

to 
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to  repay  fo  unmerited  a  confidence  with 
another  defertion. 

To  whom  is  it  unknown,  how,  after 
his  acceptance  of  his  port  he  behaved,  in 
confequence  of  that  his  deteftation  of  con¬ 
tinental  connections  to  which  he  fo  pal¬ 
pably  owed  all  his  popularity  and  confe— 
fequence  ?  A  popularity  and  confequence 
that  did  not  however  fail  him,  even  after 
he  had  j u  11  ly  forfeited  them,  but  were 
continued  to  him  on  account  of  certain 
events  during  his  admi nitration,  which 
had  a  falfe  air  of  fucceffes,  and  were  af- 
cribed  to  him,  who  had  little  or  more  hand 
in  them  than  the  not  having  hindered 
them,  and  whofe  fault  it  will  perhaps  be 
found,  when  too  late,  that  they  were  not 
fuccejfes  indeed ;  whereas  retting  as  they 
now  do,  upon  fo  falfe  a  bottom,  as  that  of 
our  double  war,  they  are  only  proofs  of 
the  excellence  of  a  naval  fyftem  of  ope¬ 
rations  :  while  even  our  victories  on  the 
continent  could  produce  us  nothing,  but 
the  prolongation  of  a  ruinous  war  upon  it, 
without  the  poffible  obtainment  of  one 
valuable  end,  or  even  of  honor  by  courage 
fo  miferably  thrown  away  on  the  execution 
of  the  plans  of  ignorance  and  falfe  policy, 
in  the  abettorfhip  of  a  caufe  branded  by 

pub- 
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public  judicial  decrees,  with  the  odious  ap¬ 
pellations  of  contumacy  and  rebellion. 

4  ,  .9 

Alas  !  from  that  fatal  epoch,  in  which 
there  appears  no  reafon  on  earth  for  our 
going  fuch  lengths  in  efpouling  the  Pruf- 
lian  caufe,  except  its  ferving  for  a  pretext 
to  get  the  German  troops  once  more  re- 
inflated  flipendaries  to  us  under  the  more 
dignified  name  of  allies,  we  might  have 
mifcarrriages,  we  might  have  unfavorable 
accidents,  but  nothing  could,  properly 
fpeaking,  give  us  fuccejfes.  The  inocula¬ 
ting  us  that  difeafed  branch  of  a  continen¬ 
tal  quarrel  could  at  the  beft  produce  a 
vain  fhew  of  blofioms,  but  never  fruit. 
What  we  call  fuccejfes  are,  not  improbably, 
worfe  than  adtual  difadvantages,  which 
might  perhaps  have  let  us  fee  that  precipice 
of  which  thole  fuccefles  were  but  the  flowers 
that  covered  the  brink  from  our  fight. 

A  mock-ffatefman  as  incapable  as  the 
loweft  of  the  populace,  of  farther  views 
than  the  parade  or  flafh  of  the  moment, 
might  indeed,  in  his  falfe  eflimate  of 
things,  think  he  was  giving  wondrous  proof 
of  his  abilities,  in  planning  expeditions,  the 
meafures  for  fome  of  which  were  taken  lb 
fhort,  that  nothing  but  luper-human  Bri- 

'  •  tilh 
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tHh  valor  could  have  fupplemented  the 
blundering  deficiency,  and  others  were  as 
infallible  as  they  were  obvious,  from  their 
being  in  our  natural  naval  channel.  Bat 
to  thofe  who  looked  a  little  deeper  than 
the  mere  furface  of  things,  even  thofe  fuc- 
cedes  wore  and  dill  wear  a  deplorable  ca¬ 
daverous  afpeCt,  from  the  rotten  bottom 
given  tp  them,  by  that  fatal  connection  of 
the  continent,  which  mud  ultimately  de¬ 
cide  of  the  fum  of  things,  decide  whether 
after  being  the  bubbles  of  thofe  fuccedes 
we  may  not  he  the  victims  of  them.  And 
in  the  mean  while  has  not  that  odentation 
of  them  with  which  feme  people  are  fo 
dazzled,  fomething  of  the  air  of  what  is 
called  chambermaid’s  play,  at  whid,  when 
fome novice-player  hurries  out  at  fird  three 
or  four  winning-cards,  with  great  exul¬ 
tation,  ignorant  of  the  art  of  hufbanding 
his  game,  and  unaware  of  the  fuperiority 
in  the  adverfaries  hand,  that  befides  the 
honors  is  fure  to  give  him  the  odd  trick  ? 

O 

•  » o!  )  *  •  ■ 

.  Who  does  not  know  that  often  in  the 
courie  of  a  war  between  nations,  the  final 
victory  is  by  no  means  the  confequence  of 
intermediate  ones ;  and  that  fucceffes  of 
the  fecond  rank  are  fo  far  from  fecuring 
thofe  of  the  fird,  that  they  are  often  the 

very 
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very  caufes  of  their  not  being  obtained  ? 
Where  the  true  principles  of  policy  have 
been  deferted  or  Sacrificed  :  where  the  ifiue 
of  an  undoubtedly  fair  national  caufe  has 
been  fhifted  from  its  own  foundation,  and 
made  to  red  upon  a  foreign  one,  at  bed: 
dubious  as  to  right,  and  certainly  an  im¬ 
politic  one  in  the  highed  degree,  what 
have  we  better  to  expert,  but  that  we  dial! 
pay  dearer  yet  than  we  have  done  for  that 
perfidious  glare  of  our  moft  hollow  fuc- 
cefies  ?  Can  we  pofiibly  doubt  it,  unlefs 
we  fhould  be  mad  enough  to  imagine  that 
it  is  fit  and  reafonable  that  the  fidem  of 
Europe  fhould  adjuft  itfelf  to  our  humors, 
pafiions,  and  convenience,  the  very  thought 
of  which  every  true  Briton,  one  fhould 
think,  would  rather  deted  and  difown,  as 
being  fo  contrary  to  that  fpirit  of  liberty 
of  commerce,  and  of  humanity,  which 
makes  this  nation  the  univerfal  friend  to 
mankind,  and  efpecially  the  mod  intereded 
in  the  general  pacification  and  welfare  of 
Europe  ? 

In  what  execration  then  fhould  we  not' 
hold  the  propagation  of  fuch  lies  as  thofe 
with  which  the  Britifh  public  has  been  fo 
oiten  attempted  to  be  tricked  and  amufed; 
while  the  fuppofition  that  fuch  inventions 
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could  be  agreeable  to  it,  is  not  but  the 
hig-heft  infult  at  once  to  their  underftand- 
ings  and  humanity  ?  How  often  have  not 
motions  and  preparations  of  war  been  falfe- 
ly  attributed  to  the  kings  of  Denmark  and 

Sardinia  ? - Then  again  the  Turks  are 

breaking  into  the  Ukrain: — the  Czarina  is 
dying  or  dead  :  with  other  ftdtions  of  this 
ftamp ;  as  if  Britain  had  no  hopes  or  re- 
l'ources  but  in  the  death  of  potentates,  or 
in  new  fcenes  of  blood,  confufion,  or  re- 
bellion  being  opened  in  every  part  of  the 
globe.  And  thefe  fentiments  fo  hoftile  to 
univerfal  fociety  are  imputed  not  only  to  a 
commercial  nation,  but  to  the  moft  hu¬ 
mane  nation  in  the  world  ! 

In  the  mean  while,  it  has  been  faid  that 
th  e  neutral  nations  beheld  the  mighty 
change  operated  in  this  country  by  the 
great  man’s  acceptance  of  power,  with 

<c  amazement  and  veneration  ” 

As  to  “  amazement,”  there  can  be  no 
doubt  of  our  having  fubferibed  full  fuffi- 
cient  caufe  for  it.  Unfortunately  for  Bri¬ 
tain,  there  exilled  a  prince  fo  evidently  in 
the  career  of  perdition,  that  not  only  his 
greateft,  wcll-wiihers,  fubjedts,  and  rela¬ 
tions,  lamented  Ins  obftinacy  in  embark¬ 
ing 
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ins  in  it,  but  even  his  fucceffes,  for  he  too 
had  his  fucceffes,  at  firft,  were  nut  the 
more  aflured  pledges,  if  not  ot  his  dcfti  no¬ 
tion,  at  lead  of  the  utmoft  danger  of  it  : 
while  his  procedure  was  fuch  as  would 
make  the  faireft  caufe  a  foul  one,  fince  it 
was  publicly  detefted  by  our  late  fovereign, 
who  did  not  the  lefs  join  him  ;  ana  it  was 
with  this  very  prince,  that  the  great  cham¬ 
pion  of  anti-continentalifm,  was  pleated 
not  only  to  draw  our  ties  clofer  than  they 
already  unhappily  were  ;  but  in  the  man¬ 
ner  by  which  the  Hanoverians  and  1  Iel- 
fians  were  encouraged  by  their  re-admil- 
flon  into  our  pay,  (only  think  of  who  made  , 
who  countenanced  this  motion  !)  leit  it 
problematical  toallEurope,  on  which  tide  it 
was  that  a  moftfacred  convention  was  broke. 

And  how  broke!  to  the  difhonor  of  a  prince 
of  our  nation  who  had  been  expofed  to  a  iu  - 
perior  French  army,  without  any  afiiftance 
from  hence,  merely  for  fear  ol  the  loud  cla¬ 
mors  of  the  very  man,  who  afterwards,  wnen 
the  juncture  for  fending  troops  was  incom¬ 
parably  more  forbidding,  could  let  his  face 
to  the  fending  near  thirty  thoufand  of  the 
flower  of  our  army,  after  having  in  cx- 
prefs  terms  declared,  that  with  his  con- 
fent  not  a  Angle  man  fhould  ever  ftir  upon 

that  errand.  But  it  feems,  that,  moic  duc- 
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iile  at  that  time,  he  rather  chofe  to  relign 
himfelf  than  to  refign  his  port.  Or  rather 
was  not  that  refignation  of  himfelf  the 
wretched  bargain  of  his  poft  ?  Thus  our 
10!  ccs,  which  it  was  certainly  always 
eligible  not  to  export  to  Germany,  were 
with -held,  when  there  was  at  leaf!  a  rea¬ 
son  of  dignity  for  letting  them  go,  and  a 
chance  for  their  doing  fome  good;  whereas 
they  were,  through  the  inconftancy  of  our 
excellent  patriot,  fent  when  it  was  impof- 
iiO;e  for  them  to  be  of  fervice  either  to 
ourfelves  or  to  our  allies,  or  indeed  to  do 
any  thing  but  mifehief  to  both. 


The  inconfiftence  then  of  our  politics 
with  our  intereft  might  well  excite  the 
amazement  of  neutral  nations  :  but  it  is 
harder  to  account  for  its  not  exciting  our 
own.  But  may  that  amazement  not  come 
too  late!  when  Britain  refiored  to  herfenfes 
can  hardly  tail  of  feeing  that  her  treafures 
-ia\e  been  fquandered  away,  and  her  blood 

not  even  over-honorably  flowing,  not  only 

in  a  caufe  not  her  own,  but  while  fire  had 
“  ttiofi  iah  and  juft  one  of  her  own  de¬ 
pending,  of  which  the  iffue  was  hardly 

i  oubtful,  ii  fire  would  but  have  been  true 
to  herfelf.  ■ 
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As  to  the  “  veneration  ’  of  neutral  na¬ 
tions,  I  likewife  grant  that,  if  by  Venera¬ 
tion  is  meant  their  keeping  their  didance, 
and  not  chufing  to  have  any  thing  to  do 
with  us ;  to  fuch  a  point,  that  they  would 
hardly  dare  to  take  our  money,  as  fond  as 
they  are  of  it,  to  conned:  with  us,  even 
if  the  bottomlefs  pit  of  Germany  nad  left 
us  a  fixpence  to  fpare  to  them.  There  is 
fcarcely  I  prefume  to  be  found  among  tiie 
neutral  powers  another  Prufiia,  for  us  to 
ruin,  by  fuch  another  injudicious  alliance. 

And  indeed  the  encouragement  this  na¬ 
tion  has  been  unhappily  betrayed  to  give 
to  that  potentate,  has  been  fo  much  againd 
the  intered  of  Pruflia,  that  conliderine 

o 

him  in  the  light  of  the  natural  friend  to 
France,  from  his  enmity  to  the  houfe  of 
Audria,  perhaps  the  mod  antigallican  dep 
in  the  whole  war  is  our  having,  undoubt¬ 
edly  without  defigning  it,  contributed  to 
the  danger,  and,  may  it  not  be!  to  thede- 
drudtion  of  that  prince.  A  prince  whole 
fall  or  reduction  either  France  will  mod 
probably  have  reafon  to  rue  ;  or  our  poli¬ 
tics  will  have  been  the  occafion  of  connec¬ 
ting  her  fo  indiflolubly  with  Audria,  that 
the  red  of  Europe  will  not  have  a  little  to 
reproach  us  for  the  highcd  danger  to  its 

liber- 
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liberties  from  that  union  :  and  this  is  in¬ 
deed  what  the  neutral  powers  cannot  too 
much  confider,  nor  be  too  jealous  of  it. . 

In  the  mean  while  only  confider  with 
yourfelf  what  mu  ft  be  the  fentiments  of 
France,  allowing  France  to  have  but  com¬ 
mon  fen fe,  of  the  part  we  have  taken  in 
the  tragedy  now  adding  on  the  German 
theatre,  for  her  benefit,  let  the  cataftrophe 
be  what  it  will. 

If  Fruflia  fhould  happily  not  be  crufhed, 
we  fhall  have,  at  an  immenfe  expence,  and 
in  confequence  of  our  having  difgufted  or 
turned  hoftile  to  us  fo  many  friendly 
powers,  have  preferved  one,  who  never 
cared  a  pinch  of  fnuff  for  us,  before  he 
thought  he  wanted  us ;  and  whofe  perma¬ 
nent  natural  intereft  is,  for  a  thoufand  ob¬ 
vious  reafons,  to  be  the  faft  friend  of 
France,  to  whom  to  be  lure  he  would  not 
facrifice  us,  if  a  fair  occafion,  or  the  exi¬ 
gency  of  his  affairs  required  it. 

A 

If  on  the  other  hand  Pruffia  fhould  hap¬ 
pen  to  be  crufhed  or  reduced  fo  low  as  to 


be  no  longer  of  any  weight  in  the  balance 
againft  Auftria,  then  France  cannot  fail 
of  affuming  to  herlelf,  with  feme  color  of 
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reafon.  Tome  merit  for  having,  at  leaft, 
made  a  fhow  of  co-operating  to  his  reduc¬ 
tion,  and  for  a  proof  produce  thofe  her 
Ioffes,  which  we  are  now  fo  loudly  hoard¬ 
ing  as  fucceffes  ;  though  they  will  afford 
France  fo  fine  a  handle  of  claim,  not  im¬ 
probably  to  the  Auftrian  Netherlands,  as 
well  as  to  other  conliderable  territories  of 
which  fire  is  already  in  poffeffon,  more 
than  equivalent  to  ail  that  fire  has  lofl  to 
us,  and  which  will  be  fuch  an  acceffion 
of  ftrength  to  her,  as  may  foon  enable  her 
either  to  recover  what  fhe  has  loft,  or  to 
make  the  holding  our  conquefts  a  very  bad 
bargain  to  us,  at  the  expence  of  a  perpe¬ 
tual  war  not  with  her  alone,  for  that  might 
not  be  much,  nor  even  with  Spain  joined 
to  her,  but  with  the  whole  continent,  or 
at  leaft  with  the  greateft  part  of  it,  which 
may  not  improbably  be  armed  againft  us, 
in  confequence  of  our  efpoulal  of  the  Pruf- 
fian  caufe,  and  of  our  bleffed  continental 
engagements,  where  we  are  now  holding 
the  wolf  by  the  ear  fmce  we  can  neither 
well  quit  nor  well  adhere  to  them.  A  fif- 
tem  of  politics  this  for  which  Britain  may 
with  as  much  propriety  thank  the  fine  quo 
non  promoter  or  father  of  it,  as  France 
either  exult  at  his  going  out  of  office,  or 
mourn  in  fackcloth  and  allies  his  return 

into 


(  24  ) 

Into  it.  ,  A  return  at  which,  as  things  go, 
no  one  would  have  any  right  to  be  fur- 
prifed,  or  indeed  at  any  thing,  unlefs  the 
prevalence  of  reafon,  or  of  the  true  interefl 
of  this  nation. 


Dut  as  to  France,  I  defy  her  with  all 
politics,  with  all  the  impudence 
of  lier  pretendons,  to  plan  meafures  more 
likely  to  be  ultimately  of  fervice  to  her 
and  oy  detriment  to  Britain,  than  thofe 
'vnich  have  been  already  purfued ;  for  af¬ 
ter  all,  conlidering  her  miferable  behaviour 
in  the  field,  confidering  the  difadvantage 
n...  nas  fu: tamed  in  thofe  of  her  colonies 
by  which  fhe  ever  got  any  thing,  and  in 
f-cr  niarittme  commerce,  not  entirely  per-, 
haps  compenfated  by  the  prodigious  in- 
crcaie  of  her  inland  trade,  or  by  the  flip- 
piemen tal  intervention  of  neutral  bottoms, 

I  lay  conudering  all  thefe,  fire  could  not 
v.vb  expect  fo  fair  a  game  as  we  have  been 
collaterally  playing  into  her  hands,  not 
only  by  the  part  we  have  taken  againft  our 
•uh  lent  ana  natural  ally,  but  in  favor  of 
her  ancient  and  natural  ally.  She  could 

“  expect  fo  great  an  advantage 
fhouk;  come  to  her,  quite  clear  of  all  de- 
ciin.  tioii  .  i  iiat  would  have  been  too  “mod 
haic'ain.  She  mull;  have  been  unreafon- 

able 
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able  with  a  vengeance,  if  fhe  could  grudge 
us  the  joy  of  two  or  three  neutral  iflands 
dropping  to  us,  in  the  courfe  of  our  naval 
fuperiority,  or  even  the  reduction,  on  her 
coaft,  of  a  paultry  infignificant  one,  how¬ 
ever  affededly  dubbed  with  the  appellation 
of  “  Important,”  at  the  expence  of  fo 
many  lives,  and  of  fo  much  treafure;  when 
this  is  all  we  have  to  fhow  for  the  fuccefs  of 
one  year  (1761)  for  more  than  twenty 
millions  flerling  expence  :  and  even  that 
fuccefs  refting  on  a  hollow  foundation. 
Could  die  be  otherwife  than  pleafed  to  fee 
a  people,  her  enemies,  intoxicated  with 
fuch  trifling  and  falle  advantages,  while 
their  attention  was  taken  off  from  the  in¬ 
comparably  greater  objed  of  her  politics 
on  the  continent  ?  What  a  joke  muff  it 
have  been  to  have  figured  to  herfelf  our 
prodigy  of  a  great  man,  wrapped  up  in 
his  own  tremendous  importance,  out-bluf- 
tering  the  lefs  clamorous  voice  of  found  po¬ 
licy,  and,  to  the  unmeaning  waffe  of  the 
national  wealth  and  blood,  planning  ex¬ 
peditions  as  fchoolboys  make  nonfenfe- 
verfes,  where  nothing  but  the  found  is  con¬ 
futed,  the  fenfe  being  out  of  the  queftion. 

i  • 

In  this  light  of  compenfation  France 
may  very  well  laugh  at  our  lopping  a  few 
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of  her  branches,  and  fome  of  them  noto- 
rioufly  barren  ones,  while  her  root  and 
Idem  have  been  demonftrably  all  the  while 
gathering  but  the  more  vigor  for  that  ope¬ 
ration. 

Then  why  was  Bully  fent,  why  did  Ihe 
fie  for  peace  ?  I  will  firft  prefume  to  give 
my  conjectures  what  it  was  he  could  not 
come  for  ;  and  next  upon  what  may  have 
been  the  real  views  of  that  court  in  his 
million  ;  all  which  I  humbly  fubmit  to 
better  judgment. 

In  tne  actual  difpolition  of  things,  France 
mull  have  been  as  much  her  own  enemy, 
in  fact,  as  we  are  in  intention,  if  Ihe  had 
entertained  but  Co  frantic  a  thought  as  that 
of  wilbing  to  break  the  minifterial  una¬ 
nimity  in  that  continental  career  which 
we  were  Co  felf-def  rutively  purfuing.  No, 
her  dale  dividing  arts  Ihe  would  naturally 
referve  for  fuch  nations  as  were  adhering 
to  their  own  natural  intereft,  inoppolition 
€o  her’s,  which  was  far  from  the  cafe  with 
Us.  She  could  not  but  with  infinite  plea- 
litre  fee  a  boafting  practitioner  adminifter- 
*ng,  againft  our  complaints,  a  medicine 
very  jultly  reckoned  a  fpecific,  but  joined 
with  a  mortal  poifon  that  -would  infallibly 

worfe 
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worfe  than  fruftrate  all  its  fuccefs.  In  this 
condition  of  treatment,  what  had  France 
to  do  but  to  put  up  prayers  in  all  her 
churches  for  the  continuance  of  our  em¬ 
ploying  fuch  a  practitioner;  inftead  of  her 

fending  over  a  man  to  procure  h,s  remo¬ 
val,  or  to  difunite  either  thofe  that  ad¬ 
mired  his  practice,  cr  could  meanly  ac- 

quiefee  in  it  ? 

Still  a  difunion  followed.  It  did  fo  ;  af¬ 
ter  Bully  came,  and  perhaps  in  conle- 
quence  of  his  coming,  but  not  molt  cer¬ 
tainly  of  any  influence  he  had  or  could  with 
to  have  to  that  effeCt.  So  much  the  worlc 
for  France  that  that  difunion  followed  at 
all,  and  for  us  that  it  happened  fo  late,  as 
not  improbably  to  be  too  late. 

Now  to  anfwer  this  queftion,  why  did 
Bulfy  come  ?  This  is  a  queflion  eafler  to  be 
anfwered  than  why  he  was  at  all  admitted. 
There  might  be  a  hundred  good  reafons  to 
be  given  w  by  the  court  of  France  Ihould  wilh 
to  pafs  upon  other  nations  and  even  upon 
their  own  fubjeCts  the  appearance  of  locking^ 
a  peace,  or  rather  wilh  not  to  be  acculed  of 
defiring  to  continue  the  war ;  but  there  was 
not  a  Angle  good  one  for  her  being  in  Gai¬ 
ned  or  flneere  in  feeking  peace.  Her  de¬ 
pt  2  terence 
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ference  perhaps,  for  fome  neutral  nations 
wbofe  amicable  mediation  the  might  not 
c-nufe  too  manifeftly  to  flight ;  her  defign 
to  i m pole  on  the  Turks  by  a  ftep  that 
might  fliow  them  the  poflibility  of  an 
union  among  the  chriftian  powers,  in  or- 
dei  to  counteract  the  influence  of  the 
t  ruffian  machinations  at  the  Port ;  a  fa- 
tisfadtxon  the  French  court  might  think 
itleif  obliged  to  give  to  thofe  of  its  own 
lubjeds,  who,  loaded  with  taxes  and  hurt 
in  tneir  naval  trade, might  think  the  French 
■>.ing  too  /lift  in  his  rejection  of  the  pro¬ 
posals  of  peace  made  on  our  part  after  the 
battle  of  Minden  :  thefe  and  many  other 

caufes  might  be  alledged  for  France  re¬ 
torting  to  this  mean  but  not  unexpedient 
artiflee  of  propofing  a  congrefs  for  peace 

with  nothing  but  the  continuation  of  war 
at  her  heart. 


Ana  this  was  palpably  plain  from  the 

moment  that  Bufly  *  was  known  to  be 

the  perfon  appointed  ;  and  that  his  coming 

£> 

was 


*  This  little  agent  or  what  they  call  charge  des  affaires, 
had  before  the  lalt  war  with  France  grofsiy  infufted  the 
Idtc  king  both  at  Hanover  and  in  London.  At  Hanover 
where  to  every  reprefentation  the  king  was  making  him.’ 
he  had  no  other  anlwer  but,  “  Mass,  Sire,  Monfieur  de 
Matllebcu,  as  if  he  had  been  holding  a  rod  over  a  child, 

that 
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was  with  the  confent  and  in  concert  with 
the  queen  of  Hungary.  Here,  not  to  be 
tedious,  I  do  not  infift  on  the  impropriety 
of  the  choice  of  fuch  a  little  obnoxious 
creature,  for  a  commiliion  of  fuch  infinite 
importance  that  too  much  caie  could  not 
have  been  taken,  to  lend  one  of  toe  gieateft 
authority  and  diftindtion  to  execute  it  in 
perfon.  ’  Let  him  have  all  the  weight,  all 
the  authenticity,  thofe  can  detire  who 
juftify  the  admifTion  of  him  at  all,  but 
let  any  perfon  capable  of  thinking,  refolve 
to  himfelf  the  following  queftion.  Is  it 
at  all  likely,  (even  granting  the  French 
court  fincere  in  its  defires  of  peace,  which 
I  am  far  from  believing)  that  the  queen 
of  Hungary,  circumftanced  as  things  were 
in  the  theatre,  efpecially  of  the  Prut- 
fian  war,  was  in  the  leaf!  inclined  to  acqui- 
efee  in  our  continuing  to  all i lb  Prufiia  ? 
However  interefted  France  might  be  in 
faving  that  monarch  from  abfolute  ruin, 
and  confequently  difpoled  towards  a  fepa- 

that  general  being  then  hovering  about  that  electorate 
with  forty  thoufand  men.  In  London,  when  the  king 
asked  him  what  news  at  Paris,  all  his  anffier  was,  “  Sire, 

H  y  gele “  May  it  pleafeyour  majejiy ,  it  freezes  there” - 

His  excufe  for  this  was  yet  worfe  than  the  oiiginal  im¬ 
pertinence.  He  faid  he  was  abfent ,  yes  abfent ,  while 
fpeaking  to  a  king  of  England :  this  clerk  of  an  office, 
this  commit  pour  Us  affaires  etrangeres  ! 


rate 
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intc  accommodation  which  might  fccurc 
that  point,  here  our  brilliant  fucceffes  are 
in  the  way  of  our  dear  ally.  France  but 
lor  them  might  perhaps  have  iefs  regarded 
the  oppofition  ot  Auftria  ;  but  unprolpe- 
ious  as  Hie  has  been,  Ihefees  herfelf  forced 
to  keep  meafures  with  that  power,  and  to 
j’lav  1 1  at  laving  game  for  herlelf,  which 
we  have  put  out  of  her  power  to  play 
in  favor  of  our  ally,  whofe  fafety  lire 
perhaps,  at  bottom,  withes  more  than  we 
need  to  do.  Her  fpndirtg  then  Hutfy, 
cncumftanced  as  tilings  are,  may  well 

be  fufpected  of  •  a  concerted  .captioufnefs 
and  artifice. 


1  be  courts  of  Vienna  and  Verfailles 
forefaw,  moll  probably  befpoke,  our  an- 
iwer  upon  that  capital  point  of  our  part  in 
•the  continental  war,  fuch  as  it  has  been 
given,  and,  perhaps,  fuch  as  there  was  a 
fatal  pre-engagement  for  its  being  given, 
with  which  they  were  not  unacquainted. 
They  would  have  been,  molt  likely,  very, 
very  lorry  it  fhould  have  been  other  than 
what  it  was.  In  which  cafe  their  febeme, 
their  only  fcheme,  in  making  an  infidious 
parade  of  it  over  all  Europe  would  have 
been  baulked. 


•  \ 

In  the  mean  time,  it  cannot  be  but 
fomevvhat  grating  to  Britons,  and  I  would 

add 
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add  furprizing,  but  that  nothing  now  can 
well  be  furprizing,  that  the  printing  prels 
of  the  Louvre  at  Paris  fhould,  in  the  pub¬ 
lication  from  it  of  the  account  of  this  ce¬ 
lebrated  negotiation,  get  the  hart  of  the 
authoritative  one  at  London,  infomuch 
that  a  people  of  arrant  haves  fhould  be 
firft  ferved,  and  receive  an  earlier  iatisfac- 
tion  than  a  nation  of  free  born  fubjedts  ; 
to  whom  it  was  fo  much  more  due,  it  but 
for  their  unbounded  confidence  proved  by 
their  unbounded  fupplies.  Was  it  fit,  was 
it  decent,  that  it  fhould  be  to  toe  I  lcnch 
crovernment  and  not  to  our  own,  that  the 
Britifh  public  thould  be  indebted  for  the 
communication  ot  a  tranfadtion  which  fo 
deeply  interehs  us  ?  To  fay  nothing  of  the 
propriety  there  would  have  been  in  not 
I'udc ring  France  to  prepollefs  all  Europe 
a^ainh  us,  before  the  counterpoifon  fhould 
in  our  reprefentation  of  things  be  ready  to 
oppole  to  it.  Who  does  not  know  the 
force  of  firh  imprehions  ? 


As  to  the  famous  memorial,  in  which 
Buhy,  at  the  very  juncture  that  we  have  a 
Spanifh  miniher  here,  invehed  with  the 
requifite  authority  of  a  public  character 
from  his  own  court,  pragmatically,  and 
againh  all  the  courfe  and  forms  of  bufinefs, 
jnterpofed  demands,  lb  foreign  from  the 
2  purpole 


C  32  ) 

purpoie  in  the  behalf  of  the  Spanish  nati¬ 
on,  nothing  can  be  plainer  than  by  that 
prepared  interlude,  that  he  was  fent  ra¬ 
ther  to  inful t  and  folemnly  banter  our  court 
than  with  any  real  defign  of  treating  for 
a  peace.  That  memorial  then  feems  purely 
to  have  been  provi  non  ally  calculated  for 
an  ob/tacle  to  conclufion  ;  in  cafe  our  con¬ 
tinental  engagements  had  not  of  themfelves 
been  a  fufficient  one,  and  rendered  the  in¬ 
fluence  on  the  other  needlefs.  Bully  was 
perhaps  too  hafly  in  the  prefentation  of 
that  memorial,  prepared,  as  it  fhould 
fee  in,  to  elude  a  conclufion,  in  cafe  he 
fhould,  againft  expectation,  have  found 
too  great  a  forwardnefs  to  renounce  an 
•ally,  who,  on  a  like  occafion,  would  fcarce 
have  been  over-fcrnpuloufly  tender  of  re¬ 
nouncing  us. 

However,  if  France  was  really  fincere 
in  that  negotiation,  which  is  furely  not 
the  moil  probable  fuppoiition  ;  hard  indeed 
is  the  fate  of  Britain  to  be  fo  fettered  with 
an  ally  fo  infignificant,  fo  detrimental  to 
her,  and  to  whom  all  our  high  heroics  of 
declaring  we  will  fupport  him  with  “  effi¬ 
cacy  and  good  faith,”  can  do  him  fo 
little  fe  rvice,  while  they  load  us  with  an 
intolerable  burthen  of  endlefs  expence  of 

all 
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all  kinds, '  and  what  is  worfe,  yet  with  the 
general  odium.  On  the  other  hand,  if 
in  thofe  overtures,  of  hers,  fhejaid  a  fnare 
•£dr  the  anfwer  fhe  belpoke  and  widied 
from  us,  it  cannot  be  faid  that  Bufly  has 
not  fulfilled  the  capital  objedt  of  his  mif- 
fion.  - 

.  ,  .  t  »  m  a, 

And  if  fubordinately  he  was  employed 
in  creating  any  breach,  it  was  not  molt 
certainly  among  our  minifters;  butbetween 
nations,  between  thofe  of  Britain  and 
Spain  :  and  it  is  yet  far  from  clear  that 
this  point  is  not  gained.  And  here  I  in¬ 
treat  every  fenfible  Briton  to  confider  whe¬ 
ther  an  open  rupture  between  this  court 
and  Spain,  is  not  the  very  game  that 
France  has  been,  with  all  her  arts,  driv¬ 
ing  for  the  whole  war ;  and  if  lo,  whe¬ 
ther  thofe  are  the  enemies  of  their  coun¬ 
try  who  would  wifb,  if  pofiible,  to  parry 
that  French  blow,  or  thole  who  want 
faddy  to  precipitate  us  into  a  Spanifh  war, 
while  our  continental  one  exifts,  of  which 
the  whole  weight  may  perhaps  tail  upon 
us  but  too  foon.  •  .  ; 

There  are  many,  no  doubt,  who  can 
well  remember  the  lad  Spanidi  war.  The 
people,  with  their  ufual  du&ility,  when 
-  -  F  fpeciout 
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fpecious  reafons  are  given  them,  had 
been  worked  up  into  a  pitch  of  frenzy 
and  outrageous  clamor  for  a  war  with 
Spain.  Nothing  was  dreamed  of  but  cap¬ 
tured  galleons,  Vigo  expeditions,  and  plun¬ 
dering  if  not  conquering  the  mines  of 
Mexico,  Peru,  Potofi,  &c.  And  yet,  for 
all  the  fucceffes  a  few  privateers  met  with, 
which  certainly  did  not  much  enrich  the  na¬ 
tion  ;  for  all  our  fucceffes,  for  fuccefles  we 
had,  the  moment  that  our  continental  con¬ 
nections  began  to  make  us  feel  their  oppref- 
five  weight,  all  our  efforts  were  baulked. 
A  great  affembly  no  longer  refounded  with 
the  emphatic  terms  of  “  No  fearch ,  my 
lords,  no  fearch and  that  capital  and 
primary  objeCt  of  the  war  became  a  facri- 
fice,  by  patriots  too  !  to  the  fituation  of 
thing’s  cfn  the  contiment ;  fo  that  not  a 

O 

word  was  faid  of  it  at  the  famous  h  of  age- 
peace  bf  Aix  la  Chapelle,  and  we  came  to 
an  accommodation  with  Spain,  after  hav¬ 
ing  received  fuch  diminution  and  damages 
in  our  trade  with  that  nation,  as  are  not 
to  this  day  repaired,  and  are  perhaps  ir¬ 
reparable. 

But  granteJ,  that  a  war  with  Spain, 
confidered  only  as  a  war  with  Spain,  or 
with- France  together,  is  no  fuch  formi¬ 
dable 

Jk 
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dable  matter ;  granted  that  we  ought  even* 
in  good  policy,  if  our  hands  were  not  too 
full  already,  to  be  before-hand  with  th  e 
Spaniards ;  fince,  to  make  all  fair  concefii- 
ons,  their clofe  concert  andconneaions  with 
the  court  of  France,  are  undoubted  trutns  : 
granted  that  their  marine  is  in  as  weak  a 
condition  as  it  is  reprefented  :  What  does 
that  infer  ?  So  much  the  lefs  ought  the 
great  ftatefman  to  be  heard  with  patience 
in  his  propofals  of  a  war,  which  alter  all 
may  be  inevitable.  From  him  nothing 
can  come  with  a  worfe  grace,  rfa  we 
not  been  embarraffed  with  the  continent, 
there  was  nothing,  perhaps,  we  ought  more 
to  have  wilhed, braved,  and  even  provoked, 
than  a  war  with  Spain,  upon  as  much  aflu- 
rance  as  wehave  of  its  unfriendly  fentiments 
towards  us.  At  the  commencement  of 
this  war,  we  were  undoubtedly,  in  our 
own  proper  channel  of  a  naval  war,  a 
match  for  both  France  and  Spain:  I  go 
farther;  perhaps  for  a  year  or  two  with 
all  Europe.  But  what  then  ?  Such  a  fix¬ 
ation  muft  be  too  violent  to  laft.  We 
could  not  well  lay  our  account  with  war¬ 
ring  down  all  Europe  in  any  realonable 
time,  or  without  fome  danger  of  out- 
own  deftruftion.  And  in  the  mean  time, 
could  a  trading  nation  be  fuppoled  to 

F  2  main- 
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maintain  or  fupport  its  navy  by  no  other 
trade,  but  what  it  fhould  carry  on  at  the 
muzzle  of  its  guns,  or  by  maritime  de¬ 
predations  ?  With  regard  to  this  lad:  arti¬ 
cle,  vain,  vain  indeed  are  mod:  likely  to 
be  the  hopes,  of  fo  many  of  thofe  who  are 
now  fo  gaunt  and  fo  eager  for  a  Spanifh 
war  :  nothing  is  more  probable  that,  after 
fo  long  a  preparation,  their  fchemes  or 
arts  for  eluding  our  naval  fuperiority,  will 
be  at,  lead:  equal,  to  what  they  were  the 
lad:  war ;  when  there  was  very  little  ma¬ 
terial  done  in  that  way.  One  naval  com¬ 
mander’s  fuccefs  enriched  and  made  him 
a  lord  ;  but  the  nation  itfelf  was  no  treat 
gainer  by  it,  on  liquidating  the  expences 
of  the  armament.  A  few  privateers  pick¬ 
ed  up  a  few  draggling  fhips ;  but  that  ob- 
jedt  was  nothing  comparable  to  the  da¬ 
mage  done  to  our  permanent  trade  j  to 
fay  nothing  of  the  fuccefs  of  their  priva¬ 
teers,  which  was  not  however  inconfi- 
derable. 

But  if  a  war  with  that  nation  is  fo  de¬ 
finable  a  point,  nothing,  from  the  prefent 
alpedt  of  things,  can  be  prelumed  more 
likely  to  come  into  exiftence :  and  if  war  . 
is  fuch  a  bleffing,  I  fancy,  we  fhall  have 
our  fill  of  it,  before  we  have  done  with 

it. 
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It.  The  enemies  to  peace  need  not  fear 
their  wifhes  for  the  continuance  of  a  war 
being  baulked*  They  will  douotlels  hear 
with  pleafure,  that  in  companion  with 
what  is  to  be  expe&ed,  the  war  feems 
hardly  yet  begun.  May  we  not  be  but 
too  foon  in  a  condition  of  not  being  able 
either  to  make  peace  or  war  ! 

In  the  mean  while,  it  is  hardly  to  be 
imagined,  that  the  good  people  of  Britain 
will  not  at  length  grow  lick  of  fuch  grofs 
impoflures  as,  on  the  encouragement  of 
what  they  have  already  fwallowed,  are 
continually  attempted  to  be  palfed  on 
them.  But  furely  credulity  has  its  bounds, 
if  falfity  and  effrontery  have  none. 


The  people  can  never  I  hope  in  earned: 
believe  that  the  reafon  alledged  for  a  late 
refignation  was  other  than  a  pretext,  and 
a  pretext  eafily  fcen  through:  while  not 
ail  the  annals  of  the  hiftory  of  this  or 
any  nation,  can  produce  fuch  ftrange  cir- 

cumftances  as  thofe  which  followed  this 

«  , 
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An  anonimous  incendiary  letter  is  fent 
to  fome  citizen  in  the  clouds  :  the  facred 
fecrets  of  the  privy-council,  upon  a  point 
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“  of  the  higheji  importance  to  the  crown , 
“  and  to  the  moji  effential  national  inter  efts” 
are  with  the  ufmoft  indignity  revealed  by 
a  privy- counfellor  ;  the  name  of  one  of 
the  privy-counfellors  is  very  frankly  and 
without  ceremony  inferted  at  full  length, 
while  that  of  the  writer  himfelf,  is  as  im¬ 
properly  as  it  is  unnecelTarily  fupprefied ; 
iince  the  contents  implicitly  make  it  im- 
poffible  to  miftake  it.  And  what  con¬ 
tents  !  what  a  ftile  !  what  an  adurance  ! 
Would,  any  really  great  minifter,  do  you 
think,  have  ever  mentioned  it  as  matter 
of  complaint,  or  in  the  way  of  difculpa- 
tion,  that  he  was  not  fuffered  to  “  guide” 
his  fovereign  and  her  council  ?  Could  a 
perpetual  dictator  have  employed  a 
more  impudent  exprefiion  ?  In  fhort,  is 
there  a  grain  of  common  fenfe,  and  efpe- 
cially  of  modefty,  in  the  whole  letter,  ex¬ 
cept  indeed  in  its  being  publifhed  without 
the  name  being  figned  to  it. 


i 

To  carry  on  this  miferable  farce,  a  name- 
lefs  citizen  takes  upon  him,  without  any 
apparent  authority,  to  anfwer  it  in  the 
name  of  the  city  ;  and  in  this  anfwer, 
while  the  memory  of  the  city  is  extolled, 
it  is  a  pity  that  fo  little  is  faid  in  favor  of 
their  judgment.  And  even  perhaps  their 

memory 
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memory  would  not  have  done  them  an  ill 
office,  if  while  it  was  fuggelhng  to  them 
the  treacheroully  flattering  fide  of  things, 
it  had  not  fuflfered  them  to  forget  all  that 
infinitely  outweighed  what  they  arc  fo 
oood  as  to  remember.  It  might  not  have 
been  either  unwife  or  unrealonable  to  re- 
fled,  that  at  the  very  moment  of  this 
well-timed  relignation,  ourjarmies  and 
navies  had  been  victorious  in  vain  ;  that 
our  fucceffes  had  fo  little  o(  fubltance  in 
them,  that  they  had  only  made  our  na¬ 
tion  lefs  beloved,  without  being  more  fear¬ 
ed,  more  efteemed,  or  even  the  more 
ftrengthened  ;  that  the  fo  loudly  founded 
gains  by  trade  were  fcarce  a  farthing  in  the 
pound,  to  the  adual  expences,  and  to  thole 
which  our  fatal  politics  threaten  to  intail 
upon  us;  that  the  French  fuit  to  us  for 
peace  was  probably  rather  an  inful  ting  ban¬ 
ter  than  a  proof  of  their  being  reduced  ;  the 
French  having  at  this  very  inltant  a  far 
more  hopeful  game  to  play  than  our  fo 
glorioufly  “  guided”  politics  have  left  to 
us;  that  the  continental  abils  of  Britilh 
treafure  and  blood  had  been  unmeafura- 
bly  widened  by  the  very  man,  who  might 
never  have  emerged  out  of  his  oblcurity, 
but  for  his  outrageous  declamation  againlt 
it ;  that  it  was  in  the  face  of  a  molt  ho- 
o  norable 
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nonorable  aflembly  declared  by  him,  that 
not  half  a  man  was  to  go  to  Germany, 
whereas  above  twenty  five  thoufand  whole 
men  have  been  fince  fent,  of  whom  in¬ 
deed  it  is  well  if  the  half  ever  come  back 
again.  -  • 

At  the  fame  time,  I  fincerely  agree  with 
the  letter-writer,  not  indeed  in  calling 
people  fools,  and  knaves,  but  in  allowing 
fuch  to  be  miftaken,  as  call  the  great  man’s 
refignation  a  defertion  of  the  public.  No. 
It  was  not  when  he  went  out  of  his  office 
that  he  deferted  the  public,  but  precifely 
when  he  went  into  his  office.  ‘Then,  then , 
was  the  fatal  epoch  of  his  defertion  :  and 
it  is  on  that  epoch  the  people  fhould  6k 
their  eyes ;  and  not  on  his  late  gentle  let¬ 
down,  on  a  downy  annuity,  not  to  men¬ 
tion  the  feather  in  his  lady’s  cap. 

«  4  y  .  •  * 

And  now,  to  go  farther  yet,  in  his  favor 
th  an  even  that  affectionate  friend  of  his, 
the  anfwerer  of  his  moil  curious  epiftle  : 
fince  things  arc  fo  very  florifhing,  and 
fince  Britain  is  faid  to  have  reaped  fuch 
immenfe  advantages  by  his  adminiftration, 
nay  fincere  wifli  is,  that  fit ty  thoufand 
pounds  a  year  fhould  be  fettled  upon  him, 
to  be  duly  and  regularly  paid  him  and  his  - 
.  .  heirs 
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heirs  for  ever,  out  of  fuch  emoluments  or 
jieat  profit  as  fhall  accrue,  or  by  any  fair 
argument  from  bis  continuance  in  power, 
be  proved  poffible  to  accrue  to  this  nation 
from  his  prodigious  fervices.  And  yet  I 
am  afraid  that  if  he  was  never  to  touch 
any  thing  but  what  ihould  come  to  him 
from  the  produce  of  that  fund,  he  would 
be  one  of  the  pooreil  private  gentlemen 
in  the  kingdom;  he  might  then  indeed  be 
driven  by  dint  of  real  diitrels  to  part  with 
bis  coach-horfes ;  and  the  advertifement 
for  their  fale,  would  not  need  to  put  even 
his  captivated  admirers  to  the  blufh  ;  his 
admirers  whom,  if  they  had  been  fo 
many  new  negroes,  he  could  nothave  more 
grofly  infulted,  than  in  that  opinion  of 
their  underftandings  which  that  advertise¬ 
ment  implies,  in  hisfuppoiing  that  it  could 
make  any  other  impreflion  on  them  than 
that  of  the  raoft  thorough  difdain  of  fo 
mean  and  paultry  an  artifice. 

Well  !  hut  the  city  returned  him  their 
lamentable  thanks  in  form.  They  did  fo. 
Peace  be  to  the  city  !  They  have  their  rea- 
fons,  and  conffitute,  without  doubt,  one 
of  the  moft  refpedtable  public  bodies  in 
the  kingdom.  They  might  be  willing  to 
keep  up  the  fhuttlecock.  Inwardly  per- 

G  haps 


haps  confcious  of  having  paid  worlhip  to 
the  unknown  man,  to  as  little  purpofe  as 
the  Athenians  did  to  the  unknown  God, 
they  might  be  lorry  to  think  they  had 
thrown  away  any  thing  fo  precious  as  their 
cfteem  and  gold  boxes,  when  boxes  ot 
another  metal  would  be  of  more  fervrce 
to  keep  up  the  virtue  of  what  is  fo  likely 
to  be  much  wanted  for  him,  an  unembar- 
ralfed  countenance.  Inlhort  they  are  men, 
and  do  not,  I  prefume,  pretend  to  infalli¬ 
bility.  And  few  indeed  are  thofe  great 
minds  who  make  even  a  merit  of  confef- 
\v<y  an  error.  Few  contider  that  if  trut 
hat  a  wreath  for  thofe  who  have  originally 
defended  her,  Ihe  has  a  much  more  glo¬ 
rious  one  in  referve  for  thole  who  yield 
t0  her  after  having  combated  her  :  and 
reafon  good :  that  yielding  implies  the 
mold  honorable  as  it  is  the  hardeft  of  all 
conquefts,  the  conquell  over  one  s  fell. 

As  for  the  anfwer  to  the  refolution  of 
thanks  ;  it  is  as  pretty  a  piece  of  cold  po¬ 
etical  prole  as  a  man  would  wilh  to  lead 
on  a  fu miner’s  day.  What  a  turgid  vein 
of  inmort.nt  banter!  But  elpecially  bow 
movin'*,  wherewith  a  moll  pindanc  tran¬ 
sition  from  the  citizens  to  the  military,  that 
mod  gracious  prince  the  orator  is  pealed 
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to  deck  his  viBims  for  facrifice,  at  leaft, 
with  flowers  of  rhetoric  !  It  is  really  a 
pity  that  that  fine  theatrical  paneguic  o 
«  the  matchlefs  intrepidity  of  the  Bntifli 
«  failors  and  foldiers,  conduded  by  officers 
«  iuftly  famed  through  all  the  quarters  of 
“  the  world”  fiiould  not  be  red  at  the  head 
of  the  Britilh  troops  now  perifhing  witn 
fuch  amazing  “  propriety”  in  the  dreary 
fields  of  Germany.  It  would  he  an  admi¬ 
rable  cordial  to  them,  almoft  equal  to 
the  thanks  of  their  German  general,  hut, 
at  this  rate,  the  navy  and  army  cannot 
fail  of  being  taken  in,  as  well  as  the  good 
city.  Well  done,  Mr.  Bayes,  “  pit,  box, 
and  gallery  it,  egad  !” 


I  hope  however  we  fliall  never  more 
hear  the  names  of  Demofthenes  and  Tully 
proftituted  and  burlefqued  by  a  nauleous 
mif-application.  What  is  extant  of  their 
writings  proves,  I  thing,  pretty  clearly,  that 
at  leaft,  they  could  write  their  own  lan¬ 
guage.  Whereas,  only  figure  to  yourfelf 
a  modern  orator,  in  the  midft  of  a  public 
aflembly,  fixing  a  haggard  look,  on  one 
whom  he  fufpeded  to  have  written  againit 
him,  and  flaring  at  him  with  an  air  that 
feemed  archly  to  fay,  I  am  at  you.  Jit 
and  then  bv  wav  of  an  overwhelming  re- 

G  2  p roach 


* 


(  u  ) 

proach,  bringing  out,  “  I  never  wrote  a 
“  pamphlet .”  When  the  whole  honorable 
aflembly  might,  on  their  own  knowledge, 
have  anfwered  him  with  one  voice,  “  Sir , 

“  you  could  not."  No,  nor  half  a  page  of 
common  Englifh,  even  in  bufinefs  which 
generally  almoft  writes  itfelf.  Res  verba 
fequuntur.  But  not  with  modern  orators. 
Witnefs  certain  occafional  fpecimens  of 
writing,  fuch  for  example  as  “  thofeever 
“  memorable  fecret  inftrudlions  in  the  pure 
“  hurlothrumbo  ibrain,  fo  decently  and 
“  no  doubt  fo  warrantably  publifhed  with 
“  his  majejly’s  title  gutted  of  its  vowels, 

“  prefixed  to  them.”  Witnefs  various  let¬ 
ters  and  anfwers,  in  the  file  of  his  decla¬ 
matory  jargon,  affedlcdly  pathetic,  and 
fcnoroufly  empty.  Perhaps  I  exagerate.  « 
Only  examine  them  yourfelf,  and  deny  it 
if  you  can. 

But  now,  to  refume  more  important  con- 
fiderations.  1  have  before  hinted  that  the 
reafon  alledged  for  a  late  refignation  was 
rather  a  pretext  than  a  motive. 

That  a  motive  it  could  not  be,  the 
plain  finite  of  things  mull  inconteflably  de- 
monflrate.  The  Spaniards  were  it  feerns 

fuf- 
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fufpedted,  and  I  really  believe  very  juftly,^ 
of  hoftile  intentions  towards  us  ;  nay,  it 
we  believe  that  famous  anonimous  lettci, 
they  had  actually  done  enough  to  draw 
upon  them  our  immediate  relentment.  I 
will  not  even  deny  that.  But  once  more, 
what  then  ?  fo  much  the  worfe  for  whoe¬ 
ver  could  be  juftly  accufed  of  his  meafures 
being  the  caufe  why  the  privy  counfellors 
were  againft  a  precipitate  declaration  ot 
war.  They  might  have  many  reafons  for 
fighting  Spain  at  her  own  weapon  of  tcm- 
oorizing,  and  for  winking  hard  at  her 
cnown  partiality  to  France.  They  might 
not  chufe  to  imitate  the  example  let  them 
by  the  Pruffian  heroe,  of  too  ralli  an  ag- 
greffion,  cr  of  but  the  appearance  of  an 
aggreflion.  Spain  as  only  connected  with 
France  they  might  hold  as  cheap  as  the 
great  projector  of  expeditions  himfelf  may 
himfelf  a  fifed  to  do:  there  might  even 
more  be  got  than  loft  by  a  war  with  her, 
if  the  war  refted  fingly  on  the  Bntilli  bot¬ 
tom.  But  as  things  ftand  on  the  continent 
(and  whofe  fault  is  it  that  they  ftand  fo  r) 
might  not  it  be  rather  ralh,  prematurely 
to  plunge  headlong  into  another  war  :  or 
is  there  that  ftep  in  the  world  to  be  taken 
that  could  give  France  more  joy  Then 
indeed  Bufty  might  not  be  faid  to  have 

come 


(. 46  } 

come  over  in  vain.  But,  with  fuch  an 
overload  of  debt  as  has  been  incurred  lince 
the  commencement  of  this  “  arduous ” 
war ;  and  if  not  with  fome  diminution  of 
the  live-force  of  this  country,  at  leaft  with 
the  already  fuch  multiplied  calls  for  its 
difperlion  as  can  hardly  be  afforded  out 
of  the  numbers  of  ovr  population  ;  are  the 
members  of  the  privy  council  to  be  in¬ 
tuited,  or  to  have  the  mob  raifed  upon  them 
for  paufing,  for  fcrupling  to  embark  the 
nation  farther  in  a  war  to  which  already 
they  fee  no  end  ?  But  with  what  inexpref- 
fible  fcorn  and  indignation  muff  the  pro- 
pofal  be  heard  by  them  from  the  very  man 
whofe  ffriking  fo  deep  into  thofe  continen¬ 
tal  meafures  he  had  fo  often  detefted  or 
efpoufed,  juft  as  he  happened  to  be  in  or 
out  of  place,  might  be  fo  juftifiably  acaufe 
of  their  demur  ?  Might  they  not  have 
unanimoufly  laid  to  him,  with  infinite 
truth  and  propriety  P  “  Yourfelf,  fir,  your- 
“  felf  are  the  caufe ;  nor  do  we  chufe  to 
“  be  the  engines  guided  by  you  to  pufh 
“  the  nation  down  that  precipice  to  the 
“  brink  of  which  you  have  brought  her.” 
In  fhort,  is  there  any  man’s  mouth  out  of 
which  the  orator  could  be  more  juftly  con¬ 
demned  than  out  of  his  own  ? 
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It  is  not  then  credible  that  his  rebgna- 
tion  could  be  the  effect  of  a  diflent  of  which 
his  own  departure  from  that  great,  politi¬ 
cal  principle,  the  poffeffion  of  which  had 
made  his  fortune,  was  notorioufly  the 
eaule.  Nor  is  it  but  obfervable,  that  in 
that  anonimous  letter  the  word  jicklcnefs > 
with  regard  to  peoples  “  withdrawing 
their  good  opinion  from  one  who  has 
“  ferved  his  country  with  julclity  and  fac- 
“  cefs,”  is  ftudiouily  and  very  wifely  avoid¬ 
ed.  It  would  have  been  hard  indeed  for 
the  mob  itfelf  to  go  beyond  him  in  fickle¬ 
ness  :  neither  could  any  be  laid  to  leave 
him,  but  he  them.  As  to  julclity ,  I  hope 
he  does  not  mean  to  his  declarations :  and 
as  to J'ucceJ's ,  it  remains  I  fancy  to  be  prov¬ 
ed,  whether  it  ultimately  deferves  that 
name  or  not ;  unlefs  he  means  his  own  ob- 
tainment  of  an  annuity  and  title  in  his  la- 
mily. 

And  now  as  to  the  real,  not  the  pre¬ 
tended  motive  of  this  refignation,  there  is 
a  conjecture  offered  only  as  a  conjecture, 
the  degree  of  probability  of  which  is  en¬ 
tirely  fubmitted  to  your  own  knowledge 
of  things,  judge  and  pronounce. 
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Weigh  then  with  yourfelf  the  afpecSt 
and  fituation  of  things  upon  the  continent, 
at  the  time  this  refignation  took  place, 
Conlider  whether  the  events  expedited  in 
Germany  were  'likely  to  be  of  a  favorable 
nature.  A  milchance  there  might  not  im¬ 
probably  turn  the  tide  of  popularity  againft 
the  perlon  accu table  at  lead  of  our  "fhare 
having  been  fo  deep  as  it  is  in  that  theatre 
of  all  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war,  in  which 
we  had  originally  fo  little  to  do.  Nay 
Hanover  itfelf  had  been  offered  a  neutra¬ 
lity,  before  the  convention  was  fo  unfor¬ 
tunately  broke.  That  which  arguments, 
which  reprefentations  had  not  been  able 
to  do,  there  was  fome  realon  to  think  that 
on  any  untoward  accident  on  the  conti- 

m 

nent,  actual  feelings  would  effedl ;  that  is 
to  lay,  open  the  eyes  of  an  honeft  and  de¬ 
ceived  people  :  a  people  whofe  virtues  had 
been  originally,  through  a  credulity  which 
was  afterwards  rivetted  by  gratitude  for 
bottomiefs  fucceftes,  made  fubfervient  to 
their  own  deftrudtion,  and  whofe  indig¬ 
nation  could  not  but  be  expedited  the  more 
ardent,  whenever  it  fhould  break  out,  for 
their  finding  what  a  cruel  advantage  had 
been  taken  againft  thernfelves,  of  their 
confidence  and  goodnefs.  He  might  not 
think  it  quite  impoffible  that  they  fhould 
2  make 
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make  him  the  fcape-goat  of  thofe  conti¬ 
nental  meafures,  which  himfelf  has  con- 
felled  that  he  “  guided,”  after  notori- 
oufly  pointing  them  out  as  the  path  of 
perdition. 

?  0  •  ;  •  »  ♦  *  *  t 

In  the  natural  dread  then  of  fuch  an 
event,  there  offered  but  one  way  for  him 
to  efcape  the  burft  of  the  (form  ;  and  that 
was  trying  how  much  more  impofition  the 
people  would  bear.  That  propofal  of 
rulhing  headlong  into  a  Spanilh  war  car¬ 
ried  with  it,  efpecially  to  thofe  who  lull 
themfelves  with  the  vifionary  dreams  of 
rolling  in  Spanilh  gold  and  lilver  from  fur- 
prifed  fleets,  or  captured  galleons,  a  po¬ 
pular  air  of  fpirit  and  refolution.  No  mat¬ 
ter  with  what  impropriety  this  motion 
fhould  come,  efpecially  from  the  perfcn 
whence  it  did  come.  The  tub  thrown  out 
to  the  multitude  might  at  lead  divert  their 
attention  from  the  capital  objedl  on  the 
continent,  while  himleif  fhould  efcape  in 
all  the  confulion  he  will  have  created.  Nor 
is  he  wholly  miltaken.  There  are  doubt- 
lefs  too  many  of  the  well-meaning  lo  very 
prejudice-ridden,  that  to  his  leaving  his 
office,  thofe  very  events  will  be  by  them 
imputed  of  which  his  own  mealures  will 
be  the  caufe,  and  his  own  forefeeing  that 
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they  are,  humanly  fpeaking,  not  to  be 
prevented,  is  his  1'ole  motive  for  leaving 
his  office.  And  yet  what  numbers  have 
extolled  to  the  ikies  thofe  meafures,  who 
have  already  felt,  or  will  moil  probably 
in  future  feel  the  fevere  confequences  of 
them,  in  their  property,  as  well  as  per¬ 
haps  in  the  blood  of  their  deareft  relations ! 

In  fliort,  what  is  there  fo  grofs  as  will 
not  pafs  upon  an  infatuated  people  ?  It  is 
on  that  he  depends,  and  I  ffiould  be  very 
loth  to  be  too  fure  that  he  will  not  meet 
with  his  ufual  fuccefs.  At  leaft,  I  ffiould 
not  be  at  all  furprifed  to  fee  him  trium¬ 
phantly  riding  the  blaft,  and  once  more 
mobbed  into  power  ;  again  perched  upon 
the  pinnacle,  and  crowing  over  king  and 
country.  The  improbability  of  fuch  an 
event,  and  its  tendency  to  feal  the  utter 
perdition  of  this  nation,  already  in  no 
fmall  jeopardy,  are  but  reafons  the  more 
for  believing  that  this  event  will  take  place. 
In  ffiort,  there  is  nothing  fo  contradictory 
that  humor  and  prejudice  will  not  them- 
felves  fwallow,  or  attempt  to  cram  down 
the  throats  of  others.  They  will,  for 
proofs  of  a  man’s  fteadinefs,  produce  in- 
ftances  of  his  having  three  or  four  times 
renounced  his  principles,  and  of  the  purity 
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of  his  difintereftednefs,  his  acceptance  of 
an  annuity  and  a  title. 

*  /  *  ^  ^  , 

For  thefe  laft  however,  if  he  is  but  half 
as  grateful  to  the  people  for  their  real  be¬ 
nefits,  as  they  are  to  him  for  his  imagi¬ 
nary  ones,  he  owes  them  a  mod  oratorial 
addrefs  of  thanks ;  fince  the  court’s  ap- 
prehenfion  of  their  opinion  of  him,  how¬ 
ever  unaccountably  got,  and  more  unac¬ 
countably  kept  after  repeated  forfeiture, 
had  doubtlefs  no  fmall  fhare  in  the  re¬ 
wards  beftowed  on  his  mod  invaluable 

fervices. 

i  *  V 

It  may  however  on  this  occafion  not  be 
improper  to  recommend  to  the  confidera- 
tion  of  thofe  happy  enough  to  poflefs  their 
liberty  of  judgment,  untirannized  over  by 
popular  prejudice,  by  particular  humor, 
or  by  falfe  intereft,  whether  it  would  not 
be  rather  too  impolitic  for  us,  in  favor  of 
the  king  of  Pruffia,  whom  we  might  en¬ 
courage  to  his  ruin  but  never  ferve,  to 
fhut  up  all  door  of  reconciliation  with  thole 
our  ancient  and  natural  allies,  who  have 
been  alienated  from  us  by  our  efpoufal  of 
his  caufe. 

H  2 
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Now,  would  any  of  them,  and  efpecially 
the  court  of  Vienna,  in  any  occurrence  of 
renewing  or  treating  with  us  feparately 
from  France,  the  only  way  of  treating 
with  us  we  ought  to  wifh,  upon  fuch  a 
point,  for  example  fo  infinitely  interefting 
to  us,  as  the  guarding  the  Auftrian  Nether¬ 
lands  againft  the  French  invafion,  or  their 
more  dangerous  infinuation,  chufe  to  have 
any  thing  to  fay  to  a  court  “  guided”  by 
the  very  man,  who  drew  our  ties  fo  clofe 
with  its  capital  enemy  ?  would  it  chufe  to 
concert  meafures  with  the  man  whofe 
tranfitions  from  one  point  of  politics  to 
another  diametrically  oppofite,  were  fo 
rapid,  fo  ill-timed,  fo  indecent,  as  to  have 
rather  the  air  of  folly  than  of  ficklenefs,  or 
even  of  felf  intereft  ?  Befides,  that  in  the 
tranfadlion  of  bufine/s  of  flate,  the  figura¬ 
tive  flile  of  tropes,  metaphors,  and  limi- 
lies,  goes  for  very  little.  The  fpirit  of 
affairs  is  very  different  from  the  filly  fpirit 
of  arrogance  and  felf-fufficiency.  Surely 
the  ftupidity  of  worfhipping  fuch  an  one, 
for  a  cackle  that,  inftead  of  preferving  the 
capitol  from  the  enemy,  bids  much  fairer 
to  let  him  in,  is  not  even  exceeded  by  that 
of  the  poor  Ofliacs  of  Siberia,  worfhipping 
a  brazen  goofe. 
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In  the  mean  while  it  fhould  not  pafs 
quite  unremarked,  that  among  the  caufes 
which  have  unhappily  contributed  to  keep 
up  that  frantic  humor  of  extolling  our  great 
guide  for  thofe  enterprizes  that  could  only 
perpetuate  our  double  war  and  feed  per¬ 
dition,  while  the  eyes  of  the  people  were 
by  the  falfe  glare  of  them,  taken  off  from, 
incomparably  the  fuperior  objedt  on  the 
continent,  by  which  all  mull  be  decided ; 
there  may  be  reckoned  a  dirty,  little,  par¬ 
tial  vein  of  lucre,  of  which  war  in  the  pe¬ 
cuniary  operations  it  creates,  keeps  the 
fprings  open  to  a  fet  of  people  who  fatten 
and  thrive  amazingly  upon  the  public  dif- 
trelfes  and  dangers. 

»  . t  1  J  f  t  *  '  i  ►  •  i  |  * 

Thefe  are  I  will  not  fay  thofe  of  the  mo¬ 
neyed  in  contradiftindtion  to  the  landed  fil¬ 
tered:,  becaufe,  I  fancy,  they  may  be  de- 
monftrated  to  be  at  bottom  nearly  the 
fame  ;  but  only  thofe  vulturs  and  extor¬ 
tioners  upon  the  public,  who  turn  their 
money  and  their  credit  in  the  jobs  of  the 
alley,  and  carry  on  practices  fo  eflentially 
different  from  thofe  of  the  fair  merchant, 
who  employs  and  animates  the  induflry  of 
his  countrymen.  No  :  thefe  are  filch  as 
prey  on  the  vitals  of  their  own  country, 
and  accumulate  riches  difproportioned  to 

the 
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the  time  and  pains  naturally  requifite  in 
the  due  courfe  of  things,  and  accumulate 
them  in  a  way  reprobated  by  all  wife  go¬ 
vernments.  Thefe  fucceed  not  by  honeft 
arts,  or  juft  dealings,  but  by  low  cunning 
and  little  vile  tricking.  It  is  in  fhort  of 
thefe  that  the  landed  intereft  have  fuch 
room  to  complain,  fince  the  fecurity  which 
is  afforded  by  their  vifible  real  eftates,  is 
made  the  very  bottom  upon  which  thefe 
people  found  their  gaming.  And  a  moft 
infamous  game  it  is :  fince  they  fo  pal¬ 
pably  and  wantonly  fport  away  the  welfare 
and  reputation  of  this  country,  that  any 
little  puff  of  news,  any  idle  tale,  any  lie 
accidental  or  originally  of  their  own  in¬ 
vention,  is  fufficient  to  give,  at  their  dis¬ 
cretion,  to  fo  capital  a  concern  of  the  ftate, 
as  the  flocks  undoubtedly  are,  a  fluctua¬ 
tion,  which  muft  very  reafonably  give  ill 
impreflions  of  the  folidity  of  the  flocks  to 
all  thinking  perfons,  when  they  obferve 
them  capable  of  being  funk  or  railed  by 
means  fo  defpicable,  and  fo  much  beneath 
their  intrinlic  importance.  Such  as  thefe 
may  well  join  the  cry  in  favor  of  all  that 
impolicy  and  unthrift  which  fubjedt  the 
nation  to  the  neceftity  of  negociating  to 
their  advantage  thofe  immenfe  fums, 
which  are  the  matter  of  their  gaming  : 

while 
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while  for  the  payment  of  fuch  debts  (how 
much  in  vain  incurred  !)  the  landed  inte- 
reft,  and  the  induftry  of  the  artift,  are 
not  only  actually  fainting  under  the  bur¬ 
then,  but  fee  no  profpedt  of  relief,  but 
rather  of  its  augmentation,  till  the  whole 
Hate  {hall  link  under  it.  It  is  fuch  as 
thele,  or  their  agents  and  puffers,  that 
i value  the  nation  upon  its  facility  of  funding 
and  borrowing,  in  which  {file  we  may  then 
with  propriety  be  faid  to  be  worth  con- 
fiderably  above  a  hundred  millions  of  debt. 
But  while  that  facility  of  borrowing  is  fo 
much  admired,  it  were  to  be  wifhed  that 
the  neceffity  or  purpofes  of  borrowing  had 
been  a  little  more  ftridtly  examined  than 
they  appear  to  have  been. 

But  furely  thofe  who  have  not  refolutely 
fet  their  own  reafon  at  defiance,  will  hard¬ 
ly,  upon  exercifing  their  own  faculty  of 
thinking,  in  fcorn  of  fuffering  others  to 
think  for  them,  who  have  long  made  a 
trade  and  pradtice  of  deceiving  them,  not 
fee  how  cruelly,  how  grofsly  this  nation 
has  been  “  guided ,”  not  only  to  its  own  de- 
ftrudtion,  but  to  that  of  thofe  to  whom  {he 

wifhed  well. 
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Many  nations  have  madly  ruined  them- 

l'elves 
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felves  to  ruin  their  enemies ;  but  it  was 
referred  for  the  bedlam-born  politics  of 
our  illuftrious  “guide"  to  exhibit  the  fad 
£ght  oi  anation  palpably  ruining  herfelf  to 
no  better  purpofe  than  to  ruin  her  friends 
and  allies,  and  to  give  her  enemies  advan¬ 
tages,  that  muft  ultimately  far,  far,  over- 
compenfate  the  Ioffes  they  might  juft,  at 
the  firft  flalh,  fuftain  by  her ;  Idles  more 
than  infignificant  to  the  fum  of  things, 
fince  they  are  rather  the  predifpofing  caufes 
of  ultimately  fuperior  gain  to  thofe  very 
enemies,  we  have  fo  vainly  imagined  were 
to  be  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  mumping 
a  peace  of  us  upon  their  knees,  and  upon 
any  terms.  .  , 

•  «  V  * 

Nor  are  fuch  events  in  the  clafs  of  thofe 
that,  to  the  “  guides ’  chargeable  with 
them,  afford  a  j unification  in  the  difficulty 
of  forefeeing  them.  Could  the  madnefs 
of  our  continental  connections  have  efcaped 
thole  who  had  not  enough  conlidered  that 
point  ;  with  what  face  can  the  not  feeing 
that  madnefs  be  pleaded  by  the  very  man 
who  had  piqued  himfelf  upon  his  clear- 
fightednefs  and  penetration  for  difeovering 
all  that  pregnancy  with  deftrudtion  in  them, 
which  was  in  truth  of  itfelf  fo  obvious  ? 
But  precil'ely  when  he  veered  about,  the 

rea- 


the  reafons  for  his  perfeverance,  if  a  rc~ 
gard  for  the  public  had  been  any  thing 
elie  but  a  mere  pretext  with  him,  were  a 
thoufand  times  more  ftrong  than  what 
they  had  been  at  the  commencement  of  his 
clamor  and  oppofition.  The  Pruffian  caufe, 
which  had  before  happily  hung  fo  loo fe 
that  it  was  not  impoffible  to  have  fliaken 
it  off,  was  now  double-rivetted,  and  for 
its  impolicy,  I  will  not  fay  its  injuftice, 
could,  in  the  nature  of  things,  only  make 
curs  a  bad  one ;  but  could  never  itlelf  by 
ours  be  made  a  good  one,  taking  the  word", 

‘‘  g°od>”  hut  in  the  fenfe  of  fuccefsfqh 
■Py  this  fatal  adoption  our  war  was  totally 
tranfubftan  dated,  totally  changed  its  own 
juft,  noble,  fair,  and  defenfible  nature. 
We  made  ourfelves  the  guarantees  of  a 
caufe  we  had  never  fufficiently  examined, 
and  which,  in  truth,  we  had"  no  right  to 
examine  or  judge  either,  and  which  we 
had  actually  begun  by  condemning,  and 
by  arming  the  Ruffians  againft  it.  Thus 
was  afalfe,  adulterative,  crazy  bottom  fub- 
touted  to  the  true  bads  of  our  national 
politics.  And  upon  to  wrong  a  bottom,  is 
it  luch  a  wonder  that  every  thing,  fliould 
in  courfe  be  wrong  even  to  our- Very  f:tc- 
ce/[es  J  Succeffes  which  we  have  too  li^lit- 
iy  taken  for  evinced  to  be  real  ones,  while 
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in  that  adfcltitious  bottom,  they  felf-evi- 
dently  carry  a  principle  of  perdition,  un- 
lefs  all  Europe  fhould  be  the  inferior  ob¬ 
ject,  and  our  conquefts  the  fuperior  one, 
which  might  fo  well  have  had  their  great, 
their  folid  value,  on  any  other  footing 
than  what  they  now  totter  upon. 

May  they  all  be  found  retainable ! 
for  furely  every  unretainable  conqueft 
confidering  the  expence  of  blood  and 
treafure  in  the  atchieving  it,  and  the 
difhonor  and  pain  of  parting  with  it,  is 
rather  in  the  confequence,  a  wound  re¬ 
ceived  than  a  wound  given  ;  a  barbed  ar¬ 
row,  not  to  be  extracted  without  anguifh> 
fhame,  and  perifhment  of  fubftance. 

But  fhould  the  nation  find  herfelf  at  lalb 
indifpenfably  compelled  by  the  united 
voice  of  Europe,  and  by  the  necefiity  of 
circumftances,  to  give  up  points  that  fhe 
would  difdain  to  give  up,  but  for  fuperior 
confiderations  of  her  good  and  perhaps 
even  of  her  fafety,  what  will  be  the  confe¬ 
quence  ?  An  obvious  one.  Theory  ofpufilla- 
nimity,  of  cowardice,  pofiibly  even  of  trea¬ 
chery,  will  be  raifed  by  the  very  man  and 
the  deluded  admirers  of  that  man,  whofe 
levity,  whofe  defprtion  of  his  own  politi¬ 
cal 
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Cal  principle,  that  is  to  fay,  if  he  had  any, 
will  have  given  to  thofe  fucceffes,  as  falfely 
attributed  to  him,  as  they  are  impudently 
arrogated  by  him,  that  collateral  rotten 
caufe  of  their  being  worfe  than  only  good 
for  nothing ;  unlefs  perhaps  to  perpetuate 
a  war  that  muft  confume  all  profit  to  be  ex¬ 
pected  from  the  immenfe  revenue  of  our 
conquefts,  and  to  diftrefs  a  government 
that  will  juftly  apprehend  giving  even  the 
fhadow  of  offence  to  the  people.  A  peo¬ 
ple  whofe  fenfibility  of  honor,  and  bra¬ 
very,  renders  them  refpeCtable  ;  but  who 
are  at  the  fame  time  but  too  liable,  from 
their  own  fcorn  and  difdain  of  all  impo- 
fition,  not  enough  to  fuppofe  thofe  who 
are  exceptions  among  them  being  capable 
of  it.  To  thefe  they  have  been  fo  mil- 
guided  as  to  give  their  confidence,  and  to 
continue  it  after  the  forfeiture  of  it,  to  fuch 
apoint  that,  not  improbably  to  a  man’s  go¬ 
ing  out  of  a  port,  they  v/ill  impute  fuch 
unfavorable  incidents  as  would  never  have 
exifted,  but  for  his  having  come  into  it : 
while  thofe  favourable  ones,  of  which  the 
honor  has  been  given  to  him,  might  moll 
probably  have  taken  place  without  the 
folly  or  guilt  of  giving  them  a  collateral 
connection  that  would  fo  much  worfe  than 
fruftrate  them. 
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However,  even  to  thofe  under  the  moft 
fanguine  prepofleffion  in  favor  of  the  late 
guidance  of  things,  fome  queflions  may  be 
Hated,  for  their  own  refolving,  upon  their 
own  reflexion  and  knowledge,  that  can 
hardly  not  lead  them  to  a  right  fenfe  of 
things,  that  is  to  fay,  if  they  are  not  pre¬ 
determined  againH  being  fincere  with 
themfelves,  which,  by  the  by,  is  not  a  very 

uncommon,  though  always  a  fliamefuL 

calc*  - 
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Let  any  one  then  refled,  the  Hate  of 
things  confidered,  whether,  had  we,  at  the- 
beginning  of  the  war  with  France,  fmgly 
ventured  to  refl  the  ifl'ue  on  the  exertion 
of  the  national  force,  in  the  naval  channel; 
there  has  appeared  any  fuch  fuperiority  of 
Hrength  in  her,  allowing  even  that  Hie  had 
not  fent  a  fingie  man  to  oppofe  that  mi- 
feralfle  diverfion  we  have  made  in  Ger¬ 
many,  as  needed  to  make  us  defpair  of 
heartily  fickening  her  of  the  war;  ay, 
even  if  Spain  had  been  joined  to  her.  Had 
our  conquejls  too  in  fuch  cafe  been  fewer 
and  let's  brilliant,  can  there  be  a  doubt  of 
their  being  more  folid  ? 

Whofe  fruit  then  was  it  that  the  war 
was  not  carried  on  upon  that  naval  plan  ? 

who 
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who  was  it  that  “guided"  us  lo  much 
farther  than  before,  into  a  land  war,  upon 
fuch  terms  of  a  diffionorable  fubordina- 
tion,  and  elpecially  of  impolicy,  as  no  re¬ 
cords  of  Hiftory  can  ffiew  any  thing  ap¬ 
proaching  to  it  ?  Is  it  for  that  man  then 
or  his  adherents  to  dare  to  reproach  his 
honeff,  his  innocent  countrymen  with  thofe 
diffreffes  and  difficulties  into  which  his 
own  defertion  of  his  own  tenets,  and  his 
hanging  the  Britiffi  caufe  on  a  rotten 
thread  will  have  brought  them  ?  At  lead: 
fuch  a  man  can  hardly  have  more  elo¬ 
quence,  and  certainly  not  more  effrontery 
than  will  be  neceffary  even  to  the  but  de¬ 
fending  himfelf;  fo  far  from  being  fo 
much  as  differed  to  take  the  advantage  of 
attacking  others  upon  that  cruel  dilemma 
which  himfelf  will  have  created. 

But  efpecially  will  thofe  who  juftify 
the  Pruffian  alliance  on  the  ftrange  prin¬ 
ciples,  ofits  ftrengthening  us  by  decreafing 
our  friends,  and  multiplying  our  enemies, 
and  upon  the  falfe  fuppofition  too  that  we 
were  fingly  inferior  to  France,  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  war,  before  our  debt 
was  fo  enormoufly  augmented,  before  that 
ib  many  of  our  brave  defenders  were  fent 
to  lo  little  purpofe  to  the  butchery  an  the 
v‘  fields 
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fields  of  Germany,  or  to  perifli  yet  more 
cruelly  hy  the  diftemperature  of  a  foreign 
climate  ;  will  thefe,  I  fay,  contend  for  out- 
being  now,  in  a  condition  to  war  down 
all  Europe  ?  Or  by  what  way  of  reafoning, 
unlefs  fuch  frantic  reafoning  were  dated 
from  Bedlam,  can  it  be  averred  that  we 
were  then  inferior  to  France,  and  are  now 
fo  incomparably  fuperior  to  her,  as  to  be 
ready  for  undertaking  to  make  head  againft 
all  Europe,  if  neceflary ;  enabled  as  we 
are,  by  that  prodigious  revenue  received 
or  likely  foon  to  be  received  from  our 
mighty  conquefts,  the  “  important ”  Bel- 
leifle,  the  “  opulent ”  Guadaloupe,  and  the 
fertile  Canada,  as  well  as  by  the  number 
of  true  and  loyal  fubjedts  we  have  made 
in  them  ;  not  to  mention  the  vaft  acceflion 
to  our  fide  of  thofe  neutral  nations  whom 
our  politics  have  filled  with  “  amazement” 
and  “  veneration  ” 

But,  alas  !  inftead  of  thofe  fucceffes  hav¬ 
ing  brought  us  any  real  augmentation  of 
lirength,  either  adtual  or  reputed,  nothing 
is  more  likely  than  that  they  will  furnifh 
one  proof  more  of  its  being  far  from  im- 
poflible  for  a  nation  to  fee  its  influence 
and  credit  diminifhed,  not  only  in  fpite  of 
her  fucceffes,  but  even,  by  her  fucceffes, 

while 
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while  not  founded  on  her  own  natural, 
juft,  and  honorable  politics.  Let  us  then 
difdain  all  falfe  gafconade  :  all  boaftful 
infiftence  on  our  hollow  fuccefles,  with 
that  diffimulation  of  our  difadvantages, 
incurred  by  the  fault  of  falfeguides,  which 
is  fo  much(to  our  own  wrong,  and  to  our 
farther  mi^uidance,  efpecially  while  it  is 
not  yet  clear  but  that  the  damage  done  to 
us  by  our  unnational  meafures  and  connec¬ 
tions,  is  already  irreparable.  But  if  not  ir¬ 
reparable  as  I  hope  it  will  ever  be  as  much 
beneath  Britifh  magnanimity  to  conlider 
them  as  it  ought  to  be  beneath  Britifh  faga- 
city  not  to  fee  difficulties  where  they  really 
exift,  or  to  miftake  the  authors  of  them;  the 
point  then  will  be  to  with,  and  devoutly  to  ex¬ 
pert,  the  reparation  there  only  from  whence 
it  can  properly  and  conftitutionally  come; 
from  a  Britifh  king  and  a  Britifh  parlia¬ 
ment  ;  from  a  patriot  fovereign,  aftifted  by 
a  patriot  fenate,  in  contempt  of  all  thofe 
little  dirty  felfifh  cabals  for  power  and  in¬ 
fluence  which  have  only  ferved  to  difgrace 
the  higheft  offices  of  the  ftate  by  bringing 
into  them  the  men  on  earth  the  mofUin- 
fit  for  them,  to  the  infinite  damage  and 
diffionor  of  the  nation.  While  at  the 
fame  time,  to  a  king  0f  any  fenfe  or  fpirit, 
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it  mult  give  the  moft  mean  opinion  of 
mankind,  as  well  as  make  him  bluffi  for 
having  Such  fubjedts,  on  his  feeing  the  moft 
worthlefs  among  them  impudently  taking 
the  lead,  and  others,  without  the  excufe  of 
want,  fubmitting  for  fome  point  of  vile 
inteieft,  and  that  intereft  a  falfe  one,  to 
footman  it  to  their  inferiors,  to  fell,  in 
ihort  themfelves  and  their  country,  in  a 
manner  that  made  it  hard  to  pronounce 
whether  the  ftupidity  or  the  infamy  of  the 
prostitution  was  the  greateft.  A  want  of 
fpirit  that  muft  thin  the  nation  of  effedive 
defenders,  and  fill  a  court  withfoftideotsor 
uneftential  triflers,  without  a  grain  of  merit 
but  that  of  a  Cappadocian  Servility,  that 
would  turn  the  Stomach  of  a  man  of  any 
fenfe  or  tafte  but  to  think  of  it. 

If  then  not  to  defpair  of  feeing  the 
great  national  council  aid  with  the 
moft  faithful  and  loyal  advice  a  British 
king,  loved  and  deferving  to  be  loved  for 
his  meaning  well  to  his  fubjedts  :  if  to 
with,  by  their  efficacious  concurrence,  to 
fee  things  replaced  on  the  good  old  honeft 
Britiffi  bottom  :  if,  without  theleaftperfonal 
animofity,  and  with  fentiments  rather  of 
pity  than  indignation  againft  even  thofe 
wretched  guides  who  were  the  authors  of 
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thofe  breaches,  to  with  a  (blemn  aiithori- 
taliee  '.inquiry  how  th^t  fpirit  came  to 
ipreobpmiaaaty  which  lias  effentialiy  violated 
thq  nloti  important  article,  of  the  Afit  oj 
iSetflcment  what  councils  have  tended 
to;  weaken  and  impoveriih  the  kingdom 
•;by  doine&ic  corruption,  :and  to  what  end 
that ; corruption;  .what  practices  have 
madly; wadbeof  the  wealth,  and  blood  of 
tthe  nation*  eipocially  in  bringing  another 
"war  wood  her  hinds,  as  to  which  lire  had 
nothing  fo  well  to  do  as  to  keep  clear  of 
it  ;  how  that  capitulation  at  Clofter-Seveu 
fo  devoutly  to  have  .been Iwifhed  by  Great 
Britain  came  to  be  broke,  and  why  the 
neutrality  offered  to  Hanover  was  re- 
ieded ;  and  this  retrofpedf  to  be  made 
without  .’arty  malignity  .towards  particular 
delinquents,  but  purely  to  apply  the  belt 
remedies  that  cool  determinate  vviidom 
may  fugged  againft  the  pernicious  confe- 
quences  of  part  meafures  to  the  welfare 
of  this  country,  and  to  prevent  the  like 
in  future  ;  if,  in  fhort,  to  wifli  that  that 
management  of  affairs,  and  that  only,  may 
take  place,  which  lhall  be  big  with  the 
greateft  good  to  this  great,  this  worthy, 
this  rcfpcdfable,  this  generous,  and  much- 
deceived  nation,  be  a  crime,  it  is  at  the 
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leaft  the  only  crime  intended  in  the  fore¬ 
going  reflections,  ’of.  which.- may  every 
word  that  is  not  dictated  by  the  pureft 
fpirit  of  vvell-wifhing  to  this  country,  be 
received  and  treated^  with  all  the  fcorn 
and  indignation  not  the  lefs  due  to  fuch  as 
inveighing  againft  falfe  pretences  to  candor 
and  impartiality  in  others,  rauft  be  .in¬ 
comparably  the  more  guilty  on  their  in¬ 
curring  that  reproach  themfelves,  for  this 

infamous  practice  being  lo  ftaleand  lo 
.trite  an  one ! 
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